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EXPERIENCING THE  
PEACE OF GOD 

 
 

 Hundreds of times in the Old Covenant God tells man not to fear.  
When Jesus appeared to his disciples after His crucifixion He said, “Fear 
not!”  There should be no fear of God in the heart of a believer.  There should 
only be a deep and powerful realization of being loved and accepted by God 
the Father, the creator of the universe. 
 When fear is in a person’s heart toward God it is clear that the person 
in question does not really believe that God loves him with a perfect love.  If 
there is fear, it is because that person is afraid of what God will do to him.  
He is afraid he will be hurt or rejected by God. 
 1 John 4:18 is best expressed in the Living Bible.  “We need have no 
fear of someone who loves us perfectly; His perfect love for us eliminates all 
dread of what He might do to us.  If we are afraid, it is for fear of what He 
might do to us, and shows that we are not fully convinced that He really loves 
us.” 
 The earmark of the Christian who believes what Jesus did through His 
death burial and resurrection should be a life of confident acceptance that is 
permeated with peace.  There should be no torment.  There should be no 
nagging sense of guilt and rejection.  There should only be peace. 
 Every religion in the world offers peace to man.  Christianity is the 
only one, however, that delivers.  For we are not a people who are attempting 
to achieve a state or status which will give us peace, we are a people who 
have been made right with God through the finished work of one man, Christ 
Jesus.  And, because of His finished work, we have been granted peace with 
God. 
 Because every Christian does not know or believe this wonderful 
reality, not every Christian lives in a continual state of peace.  Quite the 
contrary!  Far too many Christians live in torment and turmoil, always 
fearful that things are not right between them and God. 
 My involvement in ministering to people in mental wards has proven 
this time and time again.  I have repeatedly seen the emotionally unstable 
and the mentally tormented struggle with the fear of not being able to please 
God.  The world is right when it says, “Religion will drive you crazy!”  



Religion is man’s attempt to find peace with God.  Christianity, on the other 
hand, is man accepting peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 A great percentage of people in mental hospitals feel they have done 
something that is beyond God’s ability to forgive.  They are awaiting 
judgment from an angry God.  Many times they have no idea what they could 
have done, they just have a sense of fear and impending judgment.  This is 
what the Bible calls condemnation, i.e., the expectation of damnation and 
judgment.  In Christ we are free from condemnation. 
 What is so sad, is this portrait of fearful people also describes many of 
the faithful who sit in church every Sunday.  Fear seems to be the motivating 
factor in the lives of many Christians. But where would these people get such 
an idea about God?  How could someone become so afraid of God that they 
would end up in a metal institution or chronically fearful and depressed?  
Who represented God so negatively that an entire world is turned off?  It has 
not been some force outside the church that has so destroyed the reputation 
of God.  It has not been some evil demonic group.  It has been the voices of 
well meaning people within the church. 
 Fear has been passed down from generation to generation in the 
church.  From the earliest of times the church has struggled with believing 
the truth about the finished work of Jesus.  This failure to believe the truth 
has been the root of the fear, anxiety and out right meanness of the church 
down through the ages. 
 When Isaiah prophesied about the great work of the cross, he also 
prophesied in advance, “Who has believed our report?”  There is a report 
about God that is so good, so freeing, so loving, so kind, so merciful and so 
generous that man refuses to believe it. 
 Those who reject this wonderful report either spend a life time trying 
to please God or ultimately walk away from God.  In my years of ministering 
on the streets more people were angry at God because of the unbelieving 
report they heard in church than any other reason. 
 Eugene H. Peterson says, in his introduction to the Book of Galatians, 
“When men and women get their hands on religion, one of the first things 
they often do is turn it into an instrument for controlling others, either 
putting or keeping them in their place.”  This seems to have become the goal 
of the church.  Rather than setting people free with “Good News” about Jesus, 
they used this as a way to bring people under their control. 
 Early in Christian history there arose those who would pervert the 
Gospel.  There were those who followed Paul around and proclaimed, “Believe 
on Jesus! He is the Messiah.  He is the way of salvation.  But, the way of 
righteousness is works of the law.”   The deceit in this message is so subtle.  It 
is obvious that God has us called to live a righteous life.  It is obvious that 
righteousness should be the fruit of being a Christian.  So, it would only seem 
logical to accept this message.  However, what you believe about 
righteousness is what you really believe about relating to God. 



 If keeping the law is our basis for righteousness, then it is the basis for 
receiving the promises of God.  It is the basis of getting our prayers 
answered.  It is the basis of God’s protection.  If keeping the law is the basis 
of righteousness then our ability to have peace is determined by our ability to 
keep the law.  Ultimately, keeping the law becomes our basis for salvation.  
 While proclaiming belief in Jesus as the way of salvation in one breath, 
we have totally excluded Jesus in another breath.  No one denies Jesus as 
Lord.  In experience, however, we are looking to our performance to provide 
everything that Jesus died to provide.  Intellectually and theologically Jesus 
is still the center of our faith, but emotionally and functionally WE have 
become the center of our faith. 
 Romans 8:5-8 in The Message says it this way, “Those who think they 
can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their own moral 
muscle but never get around to exercising it in real life.  Those who trust God’s 
action for them find that God’s Spirit is in them-living and breathing God!  
Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us 
out into the open, into a spacious, free life.  Focusing on the self is the opposite 
of focusing on God.  Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up 
thinking more about self than God.  That person ignores who God is and what 
He is doing. And God isn’t pleased at being ignored.”  This self obsession 
is not the product of a person who desires to reject God.  This is the person 
who is trying to please God by his own efforts.  This is the person who has 
ignorantly rejected the finished work of Jesus and has become obsessed with 
earning righteousness by his performance; thus an obsession with self. 
 Every letter that Paul wrote was aimed at bringing believers back to 
the finished work of Jesus.  One by one, church by church, city after city, 
believers were seduced into returning to the their own performance as their 
source of righteousness and ultimately their source of peace with God.  They 
just would not believe the report about Jesus. 
 In the book of Galatians, Paul points out the motivation of those who 
pervert the gospel...control!  A leader who doesn’t trust Jesus doesn’t believe 
the Gospel will work by its own power.  Because they themselves do not 
believe in the power of the Gospel, they feel that it is their job to control you, 
to “put you in your place.” 
 What makes this so undetectable is the motive.  Many of the most 
destructive forces in the church are people with good motives.  The most 
dangerous person is the one who has a deep passion to help people, but does 
not believe in the power of the Gospel to produce change.  Instead of 
proclaiming the finished work of the Lord Jesus, and intrusting the people to 
the work of the Holy Spirit, that person will resort to carnal methods of 
control.  When people are controlled, it appears that they have changed.  So 
the deep motive to help people justifies the desire to control. 
 The main tool for control is fear.  If you are not confident in your 
relationship with God you will have fear.  Fear will rob you of confidence.  It 



will restrict you.  It will make you angry.  It will make you emotionally 
unstable.  Fear will strip you of the new identity you have in Jesus.  It will 
leave you stripped of the God ordained dignity and worth that belongs to you 
as a priest and a king.  It will make you feel the need for an intercessor. 
 The intercessor that will come between you and God will not be the 
Lord Jesus.  After all, you have rejected the peace He gives for the peace that 
someone else is offering.  It will be a person.  It will be someone who offers to 
show you the way, the formula.  It will be someone who will know all the 
rules and requirements for staying right with God.  You will be saved, but 
never secure.  Your sin will be forgiven,  but never forgotten.  You will have 
the promises, but never the qualification to receive them.  You will be given 
the family name,  but never the family inheritance.  You will forever strive to 
attain what Jesus has freely given.  You will be given peace,  but never be 
peaceful. 
 This is not the plan of God for you.  God desires for you to know and 
experience His great love, acceptance and peace.  But you must believe the 
report that God gives about the finished work  of Jesus.  It is a good report.  
It is a report of peace! 
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A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
 

 The ultimate goal of the Gospel is a loving, meaningful relationship 
with God.  Until the goal is understood, the process will be perverted.  
Because we fail to realize what God desires, we spend much of our time and 
efforts pursuing an entirely different goal than that which God is desiring. 
 Jesus did not come to build an army.  He came to recover a family.  
Through His work we are adopted, not inducted.  Adoption is acceptance into 
a family.  Induction is  enlistment into an army.  God is our Father, not our 
general.  While Jesus is our Lord, He is also our Elder Brother.  The ultimate 
goal of God is not a labor force or a warring force, it is a family. 
 God wants us as His sons and daughters.  He wanted us to be a part of 
His family.  He wanted our involvement.  He wanted a relationship with us.  
Therefore, He initiated the plan that could bring all of this about.  He had to 
deal with the one thing that stood between us and Him.  Sin! 
 Sin had separated man from God.  Sin had created a bridge that we 
could not cross.  Sin introduced the one thing that would always keep us from 
loving, trusting or being involved with God.  It began to reign with Adam and 
it has continued until this very day. 
 Genesis gives us some insight into the way  sin affected man’s 
relationship with God.  Genesis 3:8 is one of the saddest verses in all the 
Bible.  “And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.”  
 Just as God had initiated this whole plan of man, just as He had 
initiated every aspect of creation, just as He had initiated a relationship with 
man to start with, this day He initiated a visit with Adam.  For the first time, 
man didn’t respond.  He hid from God.  From that day until the present, man 
has continued to run from the invitation of God.  Man has refused to draw 
near and experience God. 
 In Genesis 3:9 it says,  “And the LORD God called unto Adam, and 
said unto him, Where art thou?”  There is every indication from the original 
language that when God called, it means “He called to make peace.”  God 
wanted peace.  Adam assumed God called for judgment.  That assumption is 
perpetuated in fearful men unto this day. 
 Unfortunately, this fear of God is not experienced exclusively among 
the lost.  Even after people are saved, there is a reserve about intimacy with 
God.  Among believers, there is a lack of confidence concerning God’s desire to 



be intimate with us.  There is a “low level” nagging fear in most people.  They 
do not really believe they are acceptable to God. 
 We have the illusion that we are trying to get holy enough to have 
involvement with God.   But our attempt to be made acceptable is like 
Adam’s.  Adam had always been naked before God.  But now Adam, through 
his new found abilities, determined that God should not see him naked.  So 
Adam made aprons out of fig leaves.  God was looking for Adam in the 
garden.  Adam didn’t think he could stand before God.  Then he does what he 
thinks will make him acceptable.  Adam, like us, missed the point.  If God did 
not want to fellowship with Adam, He would not have come to the garden 
looking for him. 
 Our fears, like Adam’s, effect our behavior so dramatically that we 
cannot have meaningful involvement with God.  We do not accept the reality 
that God pursued us, in Jesus.  He made us acceptable.  He wants a 
relationship.  He has done everything to make this relationship possible. 
 Meaningful relationships are the product of love, trust and personal 
involvement.  Relationships grow to the extent that each of these factors are 
present.  When there is not love, trust and personal involvement, it is not a 
relationship.  At best, it might be considered an arrangement or a “working 
relationship.”  But it is not a personal, family relationship. 
 We need time with God so as to develop and experience these factors.  
When you spend time with someone who is kind to you, you grow in your 
trust for them.  All positive involvement is a part of developing the 
relationship.  But you will not spend time with someone if you do not realize 
they accept you.  You will never have the opportunity to experience God until 
the issue of peace is resolved. 
 The one element that will hinder a real relationship more than 
anything else is fear.  Fear breeds all sorts of negative emotions and actions.  
It is the root of deceit.  You can never be honest with someone when you fear 
what they will do to you or how they will respond.  You can never be real.  
You are too busy trying to cover your faults to develop a relationship. 
 This all began at the Garden.  Man started running and has never 
stopped because we are afraid of God.  We don’t really believe how God feels 
about us.  We have not allowed love to deliver us from the power of fear. 
 There is a real possibility that the sin nature in not necessarily a 
nature that just craves sin.  There is every indication that the essence of the 
sin nature is fear.  Fear was the first emotion that was displayed after Adam 
ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  It was fear that made Adam 
hide from God.  It is fear that makes us turn to sinful actions instead of 
trusting God. 
 Fear and unbelief go hand in hand.  Where there is one, there is 
always the other.  Because we are afraid of God, we do not trust Him.  
Because we do not trust Him, we do not come to Him to receive strength and 



help in our time of need.  We do not believe He will really give us the 
promises He has made, because we are afraid. 
 What is it that man is afraid of?  We are afraid that we are 
unacceptable to God, that He does not approve of us.  We are afraid that we 
do not measure up, and that He will find fault in us and punish us.  We are 
afraid, because we do not believe we are righteous. 
 This fear prevents us from having an open, honest relationship with 
God.  It keeps us from all honest and open communication.  It destroys all 
possibility of knowing God.  It makes us emotionally unstable.  It brings all 
matter of torment into our lives.  There is an endless list of the negative 
effects of fear. 
 Some might say, “I thought you were supposed to fear God.”  In the 
King James Version, there are numerous scriptures that tell us the value of 
having the fear of God.  Let’s take a closer look at the admonition to fear God. 
 On the one hand, you have scriptures that tell you to fear God.  On the 
other, every time God speaks, He opens with the words, “Fear not.”  When 
there are obvious contradictions like this, I have found that there is usually 
something I am misunderstanding. 
 1 John 4:18 tells us that, “Perfect love casts out fear.”  This means that 
fear and love cannot co-exist.  If I grow in the love of God, the fear of God will 
diminish in my life.  I know God is love.  I know God wants me to experience 
His love.  But what about the fear of God? 
 When Jesus was tempted, He quoted an Old Testament scripture.  
“Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” (Matthew 
4:10)  Jesus was quoting from Deuteronomy 6:13, where it says, “Thou shalt 
fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.”   Jesus 
translated the word “fear” as worship. 
 Actually, the word for fear in the Old Testament is better understood 
as awe, respect and love that produces worship.  We should have an awe of 
God that produces worship, not fear.  God does not want you to be afraid of 
Him. 
 To be afraid of God would contradict all we know about Jesus, His life 
and His ministry.  It makes an honest relationship impossible.  It prevents 
everything that Jesus came to establish.  He came to restore us to the Father.  
He brought about our adoption into the family. 
 The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had completely misrepresented God.  
They had God portrayed as hard and judgmental.  They perverted the 
meaning and purpose of the law.  They had put God completely out of reach 
of the people. 
 Jesus came and properly represented God to the world.  He said, “If 
you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father.”  Hebrews 1:3, in the New 
International Version says Jesus was the exact representation of God.  Jesus 
was approachable.  He was merciful.  He was open.  He was relationship 



oriented.  This was the complete opposite of the God resented by the Jewish 
leaders and is somewhat contrary to the God the church has presented. 
 Jesus showed us God so we could have boldness to enter into a 
meaningful relationship with Him.  God desires our presence.  He desires our 
hearts.  He wants a relationship with us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRIST 
 
 Jesus appeared on the scene, preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of 
God.  The word “Gospel” simply means good news!  It is not so complicated.  
Everything Jesus preached was good news.  When the masses were healed, it 
was because they had heard good news.  When there were miracles, it was 
because they heard good news.  When people turned from their sins, it was 
because they had heard good news. 
 The religious leaders of the day preached to the people.  But they never 
brought them good news about God, they always brought bad news.  They 
didn’t set people free, they loaded them down with more rules and 
regulations.  They made the people fear God.   They caused the people to view 
God as mean, hard and judgmental.  Because they never preached good news, 
they never saw good results. 
 When people are afraid of God, they not only fail to establish a 
relationship, likewise they never have real productivity in their life.  Jesus 
put forth a parable about a man that only had one talent.  He refused to 
utilize that talent because he was afraid of God.  Fear binds, destroys and 
restricts. 
 Despite the best attempts of the religious leaders of that day, what 
they had was not working. It did not set people free; it bound them.  They all 
knew about God, but they did not know the GOOD NEWS about God. The 
Pharisees had laden the people with negatives, law and works, but they did 
not lift one finger to lighten their load. 
 Jesus came reading the same Bible, praying to the same God, but 
proclaiming good things and good news. It rang in my heart like a bell of 
freedom; Jesus always preached GOOD NEWS to the people.  By preaching 
the good news, their faith was established, their hunger for God was 
heightened and their trust for the One who had once seemed so far away and 
unconcerned was revived. When they found out God was a good God, miracles 
happened. 
 Galatians 1:8 says, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached to you, let him be 
accursed”  We have departed from the good news. Our religious system of 
today is built on the premise of an angry God.  When people go to church, 
they are often “beaten” instead of fed. I was as guilty as anyone.  While 
reading these words in Galatians, it exploded in my heart, “If it is not good 
news, it is not gospel.” 
 At one time, I was winning a few hundred people per year to the Lord.  
God spoke to me and said, “When you start preaching the gospel, you will 



really do something for me.”  I was insulted.  What do you mean, when I start 
preaching the gospel?  I thought I was preaching the gospel.  I began to look 
at what I was telling people; it was mostly bad news.  When people presented 
their problems to me, I was not mean or condemning, but I did not have a 
sure word that was always good.  I did not have a word that always gave 
freedom.  I did not have good news. Paul said in Romans 1:16, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel (GOOD NEWS) of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth...” The good news of Jesus is the power of 
God.  Without good news, there is no power. 
 The word “salvation” comes from the Greek word “sozo.”  Sozo is more 
than the new birth.  It means healing, protection, deliverance, safety and a 
host of other good things.  If I do not preach the good news, the power of God 
cannot come and bring salvation (sozo) into the lives of hurting people. 
 The good news is not life for everyone, only for those who believe it.  
When Jesus began His public ministry, He proclaimed the purpose for which 
the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him - to preach good news (Luke 4:18). He 
had good news for the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, the blind and 
the bruised.  The good news is found in Luke 4:19, “To preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.”   What could He have possibly meant by that? 
 The acceptable year of the Lord is the year of jubilee.  Every fifty years 
all debts were canceled.   Regardless of how legitimate a debt might be, it was 
canceled.  The individual was free from the debt without any effort or merit 
on his part.  The debt was canceled. By the debt being canceled, the penalty 
of the debt was also canceled.  Every good Jew knew the penalty for breaking 
the law was the curse, as described in the Old Covenant.  When those curses 
came, he knew he deserved it.  He could, in no way, hold God responsible for 
the curse of the law. But to all those curses:  poverty, broken-heartedness, 
captivity, blindness and bruising, Jesus was saying “The debt is now 
canceled.”  That is the good news to those in need. The debt of the law is can-
celed.  I can now be free from the penalty of my sin. 
 Jesus repeatedly proved this applied to the forgiveness of sins, as well 
as to the curse of the law. The Pharisees never believed that and they never 
partook of it.  They may have loved God, but they were offended at the good 
news.  Despite what we might think, those Pharisees had something in their 
heart for God.  It may have been twisted and perverted, but they must have 
wanted God pretty bad to live the strict lifestyle they lived. 
 In the Archko Volume, the Pharisees revealed some of their fears 
concerning Jesus’ message.  They were afraid that when the people believed 
in the good news, they would fall into sin.  They failed to understand that law 
affects the outer man, while mercy and love affect the inner man. Jesus’ 
message of forgiveness was accused of promoting a loose and lascivious 
lifestyle.  
 Contrary to this unfounded belief, the Good News that Jesus preached 
caused people to fall in love with God.  It caused people to trust the God they 



had grown to dread.  It caused them to draw near to the One they had been 
hiding from.  It caused them to come out of the stronghold of sin by entering 
into intimacy with God. 
 Jesus’ preaching of the good news succeeded where law failed.  By 
preaching and demonstrating the goodness of God, the people were able to 
respond properly.  The natural response to goodness is appreciation, 
thanksgiving, commitment and relationship.  Thus, we see the reality that 
the Gospel (good news) is the power of God unto salvation, healing, 
deliverance and every other promise that God made.  
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THE CROSS OF 
CHRIST 

 
 “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling.  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  That your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”  (1 
Corinthians 2:2-5) 
 These words haunted me for years.  What did this really mean?  Did 
Paul only preach a salvation (born again experience) message?  Did he only 
preach about the cross and nothing else?  I had to know what this meant. 
 Sometimes the simple and the obvious is the most difficult to grasp.  
As I developed my understanding of the Word of God, I came to realize that 
all understanding, all revelation, all that God has done for us could only be 
understood in the finished work of the cross.   I realized the Gospel was only 
understood in the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
 All the rest of the New Testament teaching simply explains and points 
back to what happened on the cross.  The cross is the basis of the entire New 
Covenant.  It is the basis of my relationship with God.  It is the basis of all of 
Christianity.  All truth has its basis in the cross.  Any message that is not 
consistent with what Jesus accomplished at the cross is simply not true. 
 Hebrews 1:1-2 says,  “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  Hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds...”  Prior to the cross, God had spoken in many 
different ways, through many different people, in many different situations.  
Now, however, He has said all He has to say in the Son.  Specifically, in the 
death, burial and resurrection.  God doesn’t speak through any other means.  
He has no other message.  What happened at the cross is the basis of the 
good news that God has for the world. 
 The cross must become my focal point for understanding, interpreting 
and judging truth.  In other words, anything I find in the entire Bible must 
pass the test of the cross.  Is it consistent with what Jesus accomplished on 
the cross?  Or, does it contradict the cross?  A failure to interpret doctrine in 
light of the finished work of the cross has been the major cause for confusion 
and contradictory teachings. 
 It is the failure to base our entire belief system on the cross that we 
have erroneously looked back to the Old Covenant to relate to God.  Because 



the message of the cross is too good to be true we have, in our unbelief, looked 
other places to know and experience God. 
 At the cross, Jesus paid the price for sin and delivered us from the 
curse of the law.  Yet, we still look to the law and assume that our standard 
of conduct will protect us from the curse.  At the cross, Jesus was chastened 
so we could have peace.  In our unbelief, we live in expectancy of God 
chastening us.  At the cross, Jesus was bruised with sickness so we could 
have healing.  But we look again to some stipulation of the law to give us 
healing.  At the cross, Jesus conquered sin.  But we try to conquer it in our 
own strength.  At the cross, Jesus conquered death by the resurrection and 
obtained righteousness and we still try to obtain righteousness by our own 
works.  We have abandoned the cross. 
 Although the cross is the central message of the Gospel, we have failed 
to embrace it as Paul and the early church did.  We have verbally 
acknowledged it as the apex of Christianity, but in reality, our doctrine and 
practical application totally deny the cross.  Rather than our Christianity 
revolving around and depending on the finished work of the cross, it depends 
on us.  We are more aware of our works than we are of His work.  We 
erroneously place ourselves at the center of our relationship with God, 
instead of Jesus and His finished work. 
 In short, we will never experience the power of God until our faith 
stands in the cross instead of the wisdom of men.  The simple realities of the 
cross are the basis for real Bible faith.  To live by faith is to live dependent 
on, trusting in, adhering to and deriving power from what Jesus did at the 
cross.  All else is simply vain imaginations. 
 Our faith as Christians is obviously in the person of Jesus.  Yet, there 
is no separating who Jesus is from what He has done.  There is no operation 
of faith apart from faith in His finished work.  This is the basis for faith.  
Faith (trust) based on anything else is vanity.  It is a denial of the cross of 
Christ. 
 This causes us to ask some hard questions of ourselves.  Do I really 
even know what Jesus accomplished at the cross?  If so, do I really believe it?  
Has the cross of Christ become the pivotal point around which my life 
revolves or is it just an addendum to the Old Testament? 
 Paul said this in 1 Corinthians 1:17, “For Christ sent me..., to preach 
the gospel:  not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made 
of none effect.”  We preach Christ.  But we don’t preach the cross of Christ, 
not the way Paul and the early church understood it.  For that reason, we 
don’t see the same results he saw. 
 Some of the most profound, deep, challenging sermons I have ever 
heard were not based on the cross.  They had a show of wisdom.  They were 
logical.  They were about Jesus.  They were about loyalty and commitment to 
Jesus as a person.  Yet, in the maze of man’s wisdom, those messages never 



brought one to the place where his confidence before God was based on what 
Jesus accomplished in His death, burial and resurrection. 
 On the other hand, I have heard many heart moving messages of the 
cross.  I have wept because I was so stirred.  Yet, when I walked away and 
reflected on what I had heard, I realized it never acknowledged the provisions 
that God made through the cross. 
 I have so committed myself to the message of the cross, that I can only 
understand anything in the Bible when I understand it in light of the cross.  
If what I believe is not consistent with the cross, I must realize that I do not 
yet understand it.  I am only beginning to understand why Paul preached 
nothing but Jesus and Him crucified. 
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PEACE ON EARTH  
  
 Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  God the Father is identified as the God of 
Peace.  The fruit of the Spirit is peace.  We are told that we should allow the 
peace of God to rule in our hearts.  Yet, peace is not what many Christians 
are experiencing. 
 Quite the contrary, for too many the Christian life is brimming with 
fear, guilt and condemnation.  According to one survey, Evangelical 
Christians have the lowest sense of self-worth among the majority of religious 
beliefs.  Hindus have a better sense of self-worth than Evangelicals.  
Catholics have a better sense of self-worth than Evangelicals. 
 Low self-worth among Christians is the product of fear in our 
relationship with God.  Instead of accepting and believing the truth about our 
new identity in Jesus; instead of believing what God has made us to be, we 
are trying to become what we think God would have us to be.  
 We are like Adam.  Adam was created in the likeness and image of 
God.  Satan said, “If you’ll do this, you will be like God.”  He already was like 
God, he simply did not believe it.  We have been made righteous in Jesus.  
The tempter says to us, “If you will do this, it will make you become like 
Jesus.”  We are like Jesus; we just don’t believe.  So instead of our doing 
being the product of who we are,  we try to make who we are become the 
product of our doing. 
 If I think I must become something to be acceptable to God, then I 
must also believe that I am not acceptable to God in my present state.  
Hence; low self-worth, rejection and fear rule in my heart instead of peace.  I 
find myself striving instead of resting.  Doubting, instead of believing. 
 Colossians 3:15 tells us, “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.”  My heart 
should always be ruled by peace.  There should never be a time that another 
emotion is allowed to dominate my thoughts, feelings and actions. 
 But the truth is, if I believe what mainstream Christianity teaches 
about God, I will never be at peace.  I will never have an abiding peace that 
dominates my every decision and thought.  I will, instead, live in a dread and 
fear of what God might do to me.  I will forever be striving to measure up to 
the standards of behavior imposed on me by the religious system. 
 Jesus came to establish peace.  As He was preparing to leave planet 
earth He said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.” (John 14:27)  I must allow that peace to rule in my heart.  I must 
allow His peace to protect me from fear and a troubled heart.  



 Like all my beliefs, I must look back to the cross to find the basis for 
my peace with God.  I do not want a false peace that is not based on reality.  I 
do not want to look to myself and my performance to determine my level of 
peace.  I want to look to the work of Jesus.  I want a peace that has its 
foundation in what He has done for me. 
 When Jesus was born, the angels appeared to the shepherds in the 
countryside around Bethlehem.  Their announcement of the birth of our 
Savior and Lord was magnificent.  There was joy in heaven that could not be 
contained as the angels broke forth.  “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying,  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.”  (Luke 2:10,11,13,14) 
 This announcement was so glorious it could not be contained in 
Heaven.  There was good news coming to man from God.  This would be the 
most valuable announcement God had ever made to fallen man.  For the first 
time since Adam ran out of God’s presence in the garden, there was going to 
be peace between God and man. 
 Man had already experienced miracles.  He had seen healings.  
Actually, every miracle of the New Testament had been seen in the Old.  It 
was not the message of miracles, signs or wonders that was too good to be 
contained, it was the message of peace between God and man. 
 All of my life I saw the Christmas banners that proclaimed, “Peace on 
earth and good will toward men.”  Those words were always placed in a 
setting of men having peace and good will for one another.  While that is a 
noble admonition, it is not the true message that was being sent to earth. 
 For the first time, there would be peace between man and God.  
Because of the arrival of the Savior, something was going to happen that 
would make peace between God and man possible.  There was going to be a 
reconciliation.  Man was going to be restored to God. 
 God always wanted peace between Him and man.  He put man here in 
a garden called Paradise.  There was perfect harmony between God and man.  
When man sinned, he did more than disobey God.  He acquired a new 
capability.  He gained the ability to determine good and evil for himself.  
Along with that ability came a self imposed standard of righteousness and 
unrighteousness.  Through that self imposed standard, man became fearful of 
God.  He stopped trusting in God’s standards of truth and began to develop 
his own standards.   When we failed to meet up to our self imposed 
standards, there was self imposed fear.  We assumed that fear to be from God 
and related to God accordingly.  Thus, there was no peace between God and 
man.  This terrible syndrome has continued in the hearts of men until this 
very day. 



 With the arrival of the Savior, that fear problem was going to be 
resolved and for the first time since the garden, there would be peace 
between God and man.  This fear problem was so powerful that man could 
not be delivered from sin unless he was delivered from fear.  Hebrews 2:15  
says that Jesus delivered us from the power of evil by delivering us from the 
fear of death. “And deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.”  
 After man sinned, God still wanted man to have the very best.  The 
law was not given to make man righteous.  There has never been a law that 
could make man righteous.  The law was given by a loving Father so man 
would have a way to avoid falling under the curse of sin.  Likewise, it was 
given so a sinful, undeserving man could receive the blessing of God.  Even 
when we were dead in sin and enemies of God, He loved us so much He 
wanted us to experience the best. 
 Righteousness demands that sin be paid for in the flesh of the one who 
commits the sin.  Under the law, at best, man could divert the curses.  Yet, 
there was never peace under the law.  Man was always fearful of judgment.  
Man was always struggling to measure up.  Because man’s nature was sinful, 
there was always the consciousness of sin.  There was always fear.  There 
was always enmity between God and man. 
 Under the law, man feared and therefore did not trust God.  All the 
imaginations of his heart were continually wicked.  Thus, under the law, God 
was angry.  As it says in Psalms 7:11,  “God...is angry with the wicked every 
day.”  When sin reigned, God was angry.  God was required by righteousness 
to judge sin in the flesh of man. 
 With the coming of the Messiah, there would be a new day for man and 
God.  God’s plan for man had not changed.  God did not change from the Old 
Covenant to the New.  He had worked everyday for four thousand years to 
bring man into a place to experience His love.  Through Jesus, it would 
happen.  Finally, a loving relationship between God and man would be 
possible.  There would be peace. 
 Today, we have what no generation prior to the cross has ever had.  We 
have peace with God.  He has dealt with sin.  He has made us righteous.  He 
finds no fault with us because we have been washed clean by the blood of the 
Lamb. 
 In this environment of peace and acceptance, we can come to God 
without fear.  We can establish a real relationship with Him.  We have no 
need to be afraid that He will reject or hurt us.  We are at peace. 
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THE CHASTISEMENT FOR OUR 
PEACE 

 
 Once a man is delivered from unrighteousness, he can have peace with 
God. Because there is peace, there can be fellowship. Fellowship can only 
happen when enmity is resolved. 
 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1)  The word “justified” has the same root as 
righteous.  It could read:  Therefore, being made righteous by faith, we have 
peace with God. If one knows he is righteous, he will be at peace with God. 
More importantly, God will be at peace with him.  He will no longer live in 
fear of judgment and death. 
 Isaiah 53:5 says, “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement for our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes (bruising) we are healed.”  Jesus did not suffer for His sin; He 
never sinned.  He suffered for our transgressions and iniquities.  Was this a 
mere show or type?  No.  He died for mankind, but He was more than a sin 
“offering.” 
 For thousands of years the Jews had gone to the priests and presented 
an offering that was symbolic of Jesus. Their offering was a type, a shadow; it 
had no real power to cleanse.  Jesus was the real thing. His death was not 
symbolic; it was the fulfillment of the shadow. 
 For years, the Jews had stood over their offering and confessed their 
sins. Then they would witness and participate in the killing of the sin 
offering. With their own eyes, they would see this innocent animal receive the 
death of which they were worthy.  Next, they would watch this animal 
undergo mutilation and burning as payment and appeasement for their sin.  
They exercised their faith and believed that God would turn His judgment 
from them because judgment was satisfied in the death of the animal.  The 
blood of the animal did not bring forgiveness, but it did turn away, or appease 
wrath. The blood signified the judgment of the sin.  The sentence of death 
was passed upon this animal that died as a substitute for the sinner. “...and 
without shedding of blood is no remission.” (Hebrews 9:22) 
 An important part of offering the sacrifice in the Old Covenant was 
confessing sins over the offering.  Matthew Henry says, “They had to be very 
specific in their confession, and it had to be done in faith, or God would not 
receive it.”  There was never any doubt about this animal being judged for the 
sins of another.  All of this was a symbol of the actual event that would one 



day take place in the Lord Jesus.  While this was the type, the real thing 
happened at the cross. 
 At the cross, God made peace with man through a New Covenant.  
This covenant was not secured by the blood of an animal, but by the sinless 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This covenant was established in His blood.  
But what does that really mean?  In 2 Corinthians 5:21 the Bible says, “For 
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin...” (KJV); “Him who knew 
no sin, He made to be sin on our behalf” (ASV); “For our sakes He made Him 
to be sin.” (Bas.); “For God caused Christ who had never sinned to be sin.” 
(Nor.); “For God caused...actually to be sin.” (Phillips).  Jesus literally became 
sin!  He was not a mere offering.  He literally became sin. 
 Isaiah 53:6 says it this way, “...and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.”  In the Old Covenant, sinful men confessed their sins over 
their substitute.  In this New Covenant, a loving God confessed the sins of 
the world over Jesus.  Yet, unlike any other sacrifice, the sins of the world 
actually came upon Jesus.  He became sin. 
 At this, we begin to understand why Jesus had to become a man.  A 
man brought sin into the world; only a man could bring righteousness into 
the world.  A man brought death.  Only a man could free from death.  Man 
sinned; so man had to die.  In Jesus, the sins of all men were met and in Him, 
they were all judged.  
 Prior to going to the cross Jesus declared, “Now is the judgment of this 
world.”  The judgment of the world, for sins, took place two thousand years 
ago.  He went on to say, “If I be lifted up I will draw all (men) unto me.” (John 
12:31-32)  The word “men” is in italics which means it is not in the original 
language. 
 Not all men have been drawn to Jesus.  All men will never be drawn to 
Jesus.  But one thing did happen, all men’s sin and all men’s judgment was 
drawn to Him on the cross.  He became the sin for us, then He endured the 
punishment for us. 
 Until this time, the world (mankind) was an enemy of God.  Our sinful 
nature kept us bound to sin. Then our conscience made us run from God.  
Similarly, God was obligated to judge sin in man. However, that situation 
was changed in Jesus. 
 1 John 2:2 says of Jesus, “And he is the propitiation for our sins...”  The 
word “propitiation” could have several meanings, but it is best understood as 
appeasement. Jesus is the appeasement for our sins.  To appease something 
means to satisfy.  What was it that Jesus appeased? He appeased the wrath 
of God, which is the righteous penalty of the law.  Wrath has been satisfied in 
Jesus. “...being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him.” (Romans 5:9)  In Jesus, we are made righteous (justified). In 
Him, the wrath of God is satisfied. How did He do that?  He suffered the 
wrath that we deserve. 



 “But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)  The death of Christ only shows 
God’s love for man when we truly understand the price He paid.  Envision 
this:  you have two children.  One is always obedient.  He always does what 
you ask and more.  The other one has a need.  He is always in trouble.  He 
never has a good relationship with you. You leave them at home to do some 
house work.  The dependable one does everything you asked.  The 
undependable one not only fails to complete his work, but he breaks one of 
your most prized possessions.  
 When you walk in the door, your anger flares. You call both children 
into the room and begin to question them both very carefully.  Upon 
discovering the truth, your anger is now at its peak.  There is, however, one 
problem:  the one you do not want to punish is the one who deserves it.  With 
your anger about to go out of control, you call in the faithful, innocent child. 
You lay all the blame on this undeserving child and whip him with all the 
fury that the penalty deserves.  
 When you finish, your wrath is appeased or satisfied.  You did not do 
this because you prefer one over the other, but because you knew the one who 
deserved the penalty would be destroyed by the price he had to pay.  In your 
love and mercy, you wanted to preserve him and restore him.  The guilty one 
didn’t pay the price, but the judgment is satisfied.  
 This is an extreme simplification of the price Jesus paid for man.  
However, the difference is this: Jesus did not just take the punishment; He 
literally became the sin.  If He had not become sin, man would not be free 
from the power of sin.  Jesus BECAME every kind of sin known to man.  It 
was not just the becoming of sin in general, it was the becoming of our sins.  
He became every sin man would ever commit.  He was a homosexual.  He was 
an alcoholic.  He was a thief.  He was a liar.  He became all the sin that the 
world is.  Had He not specifically become our sins, He would not have 
received our punishment.  Remember, even in the Old Testament type, there 
had to be specific confession of sins committed.  Jesus became your specific 
sin and He took your specific penalty.  That is why He is worthy to be your 
Lord. 
 Because the price has been paid for your specific sins, you have no 
reason to fear the judgment of God.  You have no reason to fear rejection.  
The chastisement for you to have peace with God was fulfilled in the Lord 
Jesus.  Faith believes this and enters into fellowship with the Father. 
 We need have no fear of the wrathful chastening of the Lord.  
Remember, 1 John 4:18 says, “His perfect love eliminates all dread of what He 
might do to us.  If we are afraid, it is for fear of what He might do to us, and 
shows that we are not fully convinced that He really loves us.”  If we are 
expecting God to chasten us when we fail, it means that we do not believe in 
His quality of love and that we reject the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 



 Immediately one looks to Hebrews 12:6, “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.”  There it is, if God 
loves us He will chasten us.  This is true, but there is a difference in the word 
“chasten” used in Isaiah and the word used in Hebrews. 
 The word used in Hebrews is not a word that means to beat or whip.  It 
is a word that is used of training, teaching and compelling a child into the 
right direction.  Yet, if you look up this word “chasten,” in many word study 
books, it will show it as a strong, negative word. 
 When Catholicism led the church into the Dark Ages, there was much 
perversion of truth.  As a matter of fact, it was their perversion of truth that 
brought about the Dark Ages.  Just as it is our perversion of truth that leads 
us into darkness.  During this time, the “church fathers” redefined the 
meaning of words.  They twisted scripture to provide a means for 
manipulating and controlling the people. 
 Archbishop Trench, in his book Synonyms of the Greek New 
Testament, explains how Augustine and other church fathers redefined the 
meanings of certain words such as chastisement and discipline, to have 
negative connotations. 
 In their original use, these words were actually very positive.  In order 
to protect their corrupt theology, Augustine acknowledged that these words 
originally meant to train a child, but in a religious context, he said, we must 
give them a stronger meaning.  From then until now, we have falsely 
translated the New Testament word for chastisement. 
 We have continued to see God as angry.  We have refused to go to the 
cross to interpret our theology, consequently we have totally rejected the 
reality that at the cross Jesus was chastened to deliver us from chastisement.   
 Since we have no fear of an angry God chastening us in wrath, we can 
have peace in our hearts.  We can accept peace between us and God. 
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FREE FROM THE 
PENALTY 

  
 Everyone knows God judges sin. Everyone knows God hates sin. But 
few come to realize how God is able to judge sin without destroying man. 
 You see, while on the cross Jesus became our sin. At that point, God 
judged that sin and gave it all the curse it rightfully deserved.  Isaiah 53:5 
says, “He was wounded (tormented) for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement for our peace was upon Him...” When Jesus 
became sin, God judged sin in Him to deliver us from that judgment. 
 This is more than deliverance from a future hell. This is deliverance 
from the curse or the penalty of our sins in this present life.  The Jews had a 
hope of the resurrection, but they did not have any good news about the here 
and now.  They saw God as judgmental and angry until Jesus came and told 
them the good news about the curse of the law, the good news about God’s 
dealings with sin, the good news that they were free from that penalty NOW! 
 Galatians 3:13 says it this way, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us...”  Jesus was made a curse for us.  In 
other words, He suffered the curse so we would not be required to.  He 
redeemed us from the curse of our sin.  While on that cross, the wrath of God 
was poured on Jesus in the form of the curse of the law. All the punishment 
that we deserve for our sin was suffered by the Lord Jesus.  What 
appreciation we should have!  What an awesome price He paid!  What a 
liberty we have!  What perfect love God has shown for men! 
 Unfortunately, most men will never know this wonderful love of God.  
They will never know to what extremes God went to secure their freedom, 
because the church is preaching an angry God. However,  God is no longer 
angry.  His anger has been appeased. 
 Psalm 22 is one of many psalms that vividly describe the punishment 
of Jesus while on the cross. It does not take much to grasp that this was more 
than a sacrifice for sin.  This was a sacrifice that became sin and reaped the 
judgment.  Verse 14 says, “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are 
out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. My 
strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and 
thou hast brought me into the dust.” (Psalm 22:14-15) 
 Why were Jesus’ bones out of joint?  Why was His torment so much 
more than the two thieves crucified with Him?  Why did His death come so 
rapidly?  According to the Scriptures, Jesus died of something other than 
mere crucifixion. 



 The death of crucifixion was slow and painful. It often took days.  This 
is why they were going to break the legs of the two men who were crucified 
with Him.  After the Holy Day they would be placed back on the cross.  The 
broken legs would insure they would not escape.  The length of time it took to 
die was a great part of the bitterness of this type of death.  Yet, to their 
amazement, Jesus was already dead at the end of the first day. 
 Jesus died from the wrath of God as the curse of the law was poured 
upon Him.  Isaiah 53:3 says, “He is...a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief.”  The words “sorrow” and “grief” mean sickness and infirmity.  Verse 4 
goes on to say, “Surely He hath borne our sickness, and carried our 
infirmities...”  This is the way Jesus quoted this verse in Matthew 8:17.  
Jesus carried our sicknesses and infirmities because they were the results of 
our sin.  They were the curse we deserved.  
 Under the law, God was obligated to smite the violator with the curse 
as described in Deuteronomy 28.  A major part of that curse was sickness. 
However, much of it was poverty, torments and trials.  The only way Jesus 
could set us free from the results of sin was to suffer those results in our 
place.  Otherwise, the righteous requirements of the law would not be 
satisfied. 
 After God placed our sin on Jesus, He smote Jesus with the curse.  
Isaiah 53:5 says, “...and with His stripes we are healed.”  For years I was 
taught that this meant the stripes of the Roman soldiers. For many reasons I 
could never reconcile that in my heart.  Upon closer examination, I found the 
word for “stripes,” here and in the New Testament, is actually the word 
“bruised.” In other words “by His bruising we are healed.”  Verse 5 says, “He 
was bruised for our iniquity.”  Verse 10 says it pleased God to bruise Him and 
bring Him to sickness.  God bruised Jesus with my sickness.  If this is the 
case, and it is, then I need never fear God bruising me with sickness because 
Jesus already took it for me. 
 This is the same thing spoken of in 2 Corinthian 8:9, “For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.”  Although Jesus was 
rich, He had to suffer poverty as a part of the curse of the law.  The poverty 
He suffered was the poverty we should suffer.  Likewise, He was rejected of 
God so that we would not be rejected.  More than that, because of His 
rejection we always have a guarantee of acceptance. 
 Jesus suffered every penalty sin would ever deserve.  When these 
things come on us, they are not from God.  For God to pour any part of the 
curse of the law on us would be a denial of the cross of Christ. 
 Isaiah says they will come, but they will not be from God (Isaiah 
54:15).  You must remember, the devil is a law breaker.  He does not obey the 
law of God.  He will bring these things on you if you let Him. 



 God has already done His part by setting you free from the curse.  You 
must do your part in resisting the devil.  He only flees if you resist him 
(James 4:7). The resisting is up to you. 
 1 Peter 5:9  says, “Whom resist steadfast in the faith...”  The way to 
resist the devil is by believing the truth.  When we exercise faith - trust in 
God - we are resisting the devil.  He tries to lead us into deceit.  If I believe a 
lie, I cannot benefit from the provisions of God. 
 I must resist fear, I must resist sickness, I must resist any part of the 
curse by believing the truth.  I am delivered from the penalties that I 
deserve.  I am given the blessings that I do not deserve because of Jesus and 
His work on the cross.  
 The devil’s main tool against humanity is deceit and ignorance.  If we 
are ignorant of the things of the cross, we will think God is tormenting us for 
our failure.  While we may deserve it, it is never God that torments. 
 In this life, man often finds himself yielding to sin or works.  Because 
we have been freed from the penalty of sin, we do not lose our relationship 
with God.  Because we are free from the penalty, we are free from the fear 
which could separate us from the only source of help. 
 When there is a penalty, man is compelled to defend himself.  This 
leads to lying, deceit and all manner of sin.  When there is no penalty, the 
pure of heart are free to receive help from a loving God. 
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THE EXCHANGE 
 
 “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. But God commended His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if, when WE WERE 
ENEMIES, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only so, but we also joy 
(boast) in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received 
atonement.” (Romans 5:6,8-11) 
 The Bible is clear about the fact that we were once enemies of God.  
Colossians 1:21 explains this very clearly,  “And you, that were sometime 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled.”   God has never been our enemy, but we have been enemies of 
God.  
 Colossians says we were enemies in our mind by wicked works.  In 
other words, it only existed in our mind.  It was not real.  God has never been 
the enemy of mankind.  God has always worked to restore and deliver 
mankind from sin and its effects. 
 Yet, when we sin, our heart condemns us.  We become afraid of God.  
We actually judge Him and determine that He must hate us for our 
wickedness.  We assume how He must feel about the situation and act 
accordingly. 
 God solved this problem by making peace with us through the cross.  
Colossians 1:20   “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by 
him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things 
in earth, or things in heaven.”  
 When God solved this problem, He poured the curse of the law upon 
Jesus.  He delivered us from the penalty of our sin.  God did not, however, 
stop at delivering us from wrath.  His ultimate goal was to cause us the 
experience His love, life and acceptance.  Whereby, we would enter into a 
meaningful relationship with Him. 
 Galatians clearly points out that not only did God free us from the 
curse, but He also put us in a position to receive all the promises and 
blessings that He made in times past.  “Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law...that the blessing of Abraham might come...that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit...”  (Galatians 3:13-14) 
 Freedom from wrath is only half the work of the cross.  The word 
“reconciled” has several very strong and positive meanings.  One is exchange. 
When we were enemies of God, we were exchanged to God.  Beyond dying for 



our sins, Jesus took our place in order that we might take His place.  In other 
words, He received what we were and what our lives deserved, while we 
receive what He was and what His life deserves. 
 In John 10:10 Jesus said it this way, “I am come that they might have 
life and have it to its fullest.”  He did not come just to set us free from the 
results of our sin.  He came to put us in the center of God’s will, receiving 
God’s blessings and promises. 
 God has always desired that man have His best.  That was clearly 
demonstrated in the garden of Eden.  Adam was placed here in abundance 
and provision. There was no lack,  suffering or sickness and there was no 
pain in the garden of Eden.  God proved His desire for man with the Paradise 
that He created for man.  It was man, not God, who surrendered paradise to 
become the world it is today.  Destruction, pain, suffering, sickness and 
poverty all came in with sin.  Sin was introduced by the devil and brought 
into Paradise by man.  This was not God’s desire, nor His judgment.  It was 
the law of sowing and reaping. 
 Throughout Bible history, you see God’s desire to pour His blessings on 
men.  When God found men and women who believed Him and obeyed Him, 
He showered them with His goodness.  Many of the Patriarchs were very 
wealthy men.  Some of them would even be multimillionaires by today’s 
standards.  Even the law gave provision for God’s blessings.  He has always 
wanted us to live in His provision and power.  The stipulations of the law 
gave opportunity for curses, but it also gave the same opportunity for the 
blessings or promises.  The law was filled with wonderful promises from God. 
These promises included health, healing, prosperity, success, peace and joy.  
But you had to live a perfect life before God to qualify for those blessings. 
 The weakness of the law was the flesh (Romans 8:3). Because the flesh 
was weak, man continually found himself in a position worthy of the curses.  
And because the flesh was weak, man seldom found himself in a position to 
receive the blessing. All of the law was based on the performance of man.  
The New Covenant, on the other hand, is based on the performance of one 
man, Christ Jesus. 
 Jesus was the One who lived the sinless life. He was the one who 
became sin, suffered the penalty for sin and then conquered sin by the 
resurrection. All of the New Covenant has its dependency on the completed 
work of the Lord Jesus. We participate in that accomplished work by faith.  
 Romans 5:11 in the KJV says that in Jesus we have NOW received 
atonement. The word “atonement” is almost the same as the word 
“reconciled” in the previous verses, and means the same thing.  In other 
words, in Jesus we have the exchange and it is now.  The exchange will not 
go into effect in some future time or dispensation.  It went into effect when 
Jesus was seated at the right hand of the Father.  We begin to participate in 
it when we believe it. 



 The word “atonement” as used in the Old Covenant is not found 
anywhere in the New Covenant. Atonement means “covering” in the Hebrew 
language.  All the Old Testament believers received from the blood of the 
animals was a covering. 
 We do not have covering in Jesus.  We have an exchange.  An exchange 
that took my sin away from me and gave me His righteousness.  My sins are 
not covered.  They no longer exist.  God is not pretending they do not exist--
THEY DO NOT EXIST.  When He looks at me, He does not pretend I am 
righteous.  I am righteous by the Lord Jesus.  
 When Jesus was raised from the dead, He conquered sin and death.  
He did not conquer sin in general; He conquered my specific sin, thereby 
guaranteeing me a specific victory over my specific sin.  He was raised up in 
newness of life.  The quality of life that Jesus now has is the quality of life the 
Father has.  In Him, we receive that quality of life. 
 The Greek word used to describe the quality of life we have in Jesus is 
“zoe.”  This is a quality of life that is possessed by the one who gives it. 
Because Jesus has received this quality of life, I receive it.  Remember, the 
inheritance He earned is the one I receive.  I have the quality of life God has. 
I received it in the Lord Jesus. 
 In the exchange, we receive His righteousness. That righteousness 
qualifies us to receive all the promises of God.  Colossians 1:12 says, “Giving 
thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light.”  The NIV translates the word “meet” as 
qualified.  In other words, God has qualified us to receive the inheritance . 
How did He qualify us?  In Jesus. 
 I receive nothing from God on my own merit. Instead, I receive every 
promise based on the finished work of Jesus.  Thus the scripture is fulfilled 
that says “...no flesh shall glory (boast) in His presence.” (1 Corinthians 1:29)  
My confidence is not in my accomplishments but in Jesus’ accomplishments.  
I am qualified by Him and I receive that inheritance by faith. Not faith that 
says I am able, not faith that says I am worthy, not even faith that says I 
have enough faith, but faith that says Jesus did it all.  
 Because I am in Jesus and have His righteousness, every promise that 
God ever made to anyone in the Bible is mine.  “For all the promises of God in 
him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God...” (2 Corinthians 1:20)  
Because I am free from works righteousness, I can rest in Jesus with no fear 
or dread.  Furthermore, I am compelled to a life of worship and praise.  I 
cannot help but continually give thanks to the One who has done so much for 
me.  Because I know I am righteous, because my heart desires righteousness, 
because I know I am free from sin, I am confidently compelled to stay free 
from sin.  Why should I sin?  I am righteous in Jesus. 
 On this issue, we are very prone to mix the Old Covenant with the new 
one.   We are very quick to return to works as our basis of receiving from God.  
But if we are in works, then it is no more a promise.  “Now to him that 



worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.” (Romans 4:4) Works 
say God owes.  Grace and faith say God promised. 
 Works say I can get God to respond to me.  Faith (trust) is my response 
to what God has done in Jesus.  Works place the emphasis on what I have 
done.  Faith places the emphasis on what Jesus has done.  Works look to my 
righteousness for qualification.  Faith looks to Jesus’ righteousness for 
qualification. 
 The life I now live is the exchanged life.  Jesus received what I deserve.  
I receive what He deserves.  He was made to be my sin, I was made to be His 
righteousness.  He received the penalties that my sin deserved,  I am 
receiving the blessings that His righteousness deserves.  Because He was 
rejected, I am accepted.   Because He was chastened, I have peace before God.  
By Him I have been exchanged to God. 
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FAITH  
RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 
 Paul, as an apostle to the Gentiles, was given special insight into our 
identity in Jesus.  He was dealing with people who had no knowledge of the 
Law.  God did not want them under law.  He did not want them to try to mix 
law and grace.  Therefore, He sent them a man who had lived by the letter of 
the law, yet still needed Jesus.  
 Paul, more than anyone, knew the futility of works righteousness.  
Repeatedly, he spoke of who we are in Christ.  All that we have and all we 
would do, would be the result of the finished work of the Lord Jesus.  
Remember, he was sent to people who had no hope in the law.  And when the 
Judaizers came and tried to mix law with faith, he continually confirmed that 
Christ in us was the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).  We need not hope in the 
law.  
 We need not hope in any of our good works. But we must confidently 
hope in Christ Jesus, our one and only hope of glory.  Paul knew the secret of 
God’s power was faith righteousness, a message that still confuses the 
carnal-minded.  
 Faith righteousness is a message that is only understood by revelation, 
yet a message that is essential to every believer’s victory.  Without the 
absolute confidence of right standing before God, there cannot be an absolute 
assurance of the promises.  And it is by these promises that we escape the 
corruption that is in the world through lust (2 Peter 1:4). 
 Paul knew works righteousness did not bring freedom, but bondage.  It 
actually produced bondage.  He also knew that faith righteousness was the 
only way to know Jesus.  It is the only way to fellowship or share in what was 
accomplished in His sufferings. And it is the only way to know the power of 
His resurrection (Philippians 3:10).  People who never enter into faith 
righteousness never get real freedom from the flesh and the various sins that 
work in the flesh. 
 Paul discounted all his works, all his qualifications and all his personal 
accomplishments that he might “...be found in Him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.”  (Philippians 3:9)  Faith 
righteousness places Jesus at the very center of all that we are, all we have 
and all we can do in God.  It acknowledges the vanity of our own attempts at 
righteousness and depends on Jesus’ righteousness to be manifest in every 
area of life. 



 Faith righteousness is the heart of the message of the cross, because on 
that cross an exchange took place.   In that exchange, God “...made Him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)  It is this message of the cross that will liberate 
us from sin and deliver us from the works of the flesh.  
 If we do not believe in righteousness by exchange, there is nothing left 
but works righteousness. By the works of the law or flesh, no man has ever 
been justified (Romans 8:3). Works righteousness is a life of legalism that 
leaves out the grace of God which works in us to deliver us from sin.  It places 
man and his performance at the center. 
 In Lenski’s commentary on Romans, he talks about the realm of law 
and the realm of works.  The Bible often speaks of law and works.  When 
speaking of law, it is not limited to the Old Covenant law.  It could be any 
realm of law. Anything we do to earn something from God, anything we do 
apart from faith, anything we do to make us righteous, is in the realm of law, 
works and flesh.  It is also sin (Romans 14:23).  It is sin because it rejects the 
work of Jesus. 
 The term “flesh” is much like the term “law.”  When the Bible speaks of 
the flesh, it is not talking about this body.  It is talking about a realm where 
we are trying to be made righteous by our own abilities.  It is the 
performance oriented life.  People who try to relate to God on the basis of 
works of law are in the flesh. 
 It was essential that we be delivered from law in order to be delivered 
from the flesh.  Romans 7:5 says, “For when we were in the flesh, the motions 
(passions) of sins, WHICH WERE BY THE LAW, did work in our members...”  
Law or works causes passion to arise in the members.  Until we are free from 
works, we cannot conquer sin.  
 In the exchange, we died to the law by the body of Christ (Romans 7:4).  
Remember, when Christ died, we died.  Now that we are delivered from the 
law (the realm of law), we are able to serve God in newness of spirit and not 
in the oldness of the letter. 
 In other words, we are no longer doing the best we can and hoping that 
will be acceptable to God.  We are believing that we are righteous because of 
Jesus and trusting the Spirit of God to change us and empower us to live in 
righteous living.  Being in the Spirit is not when we are in a “trance like 
mystical” state of mind.  It is when we are dependent on the Spirit to 
empower us for righteousness, thereby delivering us from the realm of the 
flesh. 
 When we try to serve God in oldness of letter, whether it is the Old 
Covenant or the New Covenant turned to law, sin will revive.  “For I was 
alive without the law once: BUT WHEN THE COMMANDMENT CAME, SIN 
REVIVED...” Romans 7:9.  Sin comes back to life in a heart that has no room 
for faith righteousness.  Sin thrives where man tries to operate in his own 



ability.  Even if we are able to conquer a problem by the sheer power of our 
will, we become self righteous.  One way or another, sin revives.   
 Romans 6:14 states that the very reason we are free from sin is 
because we are no longer under law, but under grace.   Grace is God’s ability 
working in us.  Works and law frustrate the grace of God (Galatians 2:21).  
The word “frustrate” means to set aside or nullify, make void, disesteem and 
neutralize.  When we enter the realm of works, God’s power to free us from 
sin is nullified. Therefore, sin will always dominate the man who lives in the 
realm of works.   
 Many people have debated exactly what Romans 7 is referring to.  Is it 
Paul before he got saved, or after he got saved?   Personally, I believe it 
describes the plight of any person who departs from faith and grace and 
enters the realm of works. Likewise, when Paul talked about falling from 
grace in Galatians 5:4, he was not discussing whether or not the person 
would go to Heaven.  He was discussing leaving the realm of grace (God’s 
ability) and entering back into our own ability. 
 Christ is of no effect in the life of the person bound to works. We must 
accept our righteousness in Jesus. This is totally contrary to all the natural 
aspects of man. We all look at our own failures and shortcomings and say, 
“How can I call myself righteous?  I have all kinds of problems and sins!” Yet 
we will never really be free from those sins until we receive His 
righteousness. 
 Receiving that righteousness starts with believing.  If Jesus’ mission 
was accomplished, and it was, YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS IN CHRIST.  If you 
believe that, you will not be able to live any kind of life you choose.  If you 
believe it, you will confess it, thank God for it and live in step with the Spirit 
of Christ. 
 The power of righteousness comes alive in the person who believes he 
is righteous in Jesus.  That person has a righteousness conscience.  The 
person, on the other hand, who is operating law has a consciousness of sin.  
What we have awareness of grows in our life.  Accordingly, the person aware 
of sin falls into more sin, the person aware of righteousness grows in a life of 
righteousness. 
 After explaining the exchange, Romans 5:12 gives this example:  Sin 
entered the world through one man.  Few people have trouble with this. We 
all know that we are sinners because of Adam. In him, we all became sinners.  
We were born with a sin nature.  Now, before you got saved, I am sure you 
did some good things, but those good things did not make you righteous.  You 
were still a sinner.  It was your nature to sin.  Despite your efforts, you 
always went back to sin--SIN WAS YOUR NATURE.  Keep in mind, doing 
good occasionally did not make you have a righteous nature. 
 Because of the sin of Adam, the sentence of death was passed upon all 
men.  You did nothing to receive the ability to die; you were born with that 
ability.  Likewise, in Jesus, by His life we receive the gift of righteousness 



(Romans 5:17).  Being born a natural birth guarantees us a sin nature, but 
being born a spiritual birth guarantees us a righteous nature by the gift of 
righteousness.  Just as sin passed the judgment of death on all men, 
righteousness passes the life of God unto all men. The word for “life” in the 
original language is the word “zoe,” which according to the Biblio-Theological 
Lexicon of New Testament Greek, is the quality of life of the one who gives it.  
Because we have Jesus’ righteousness, we get to participate in the zoe life of 
God.  This life makes available to us, all that God has and is.  And more  
importantly, it is a product of Jesus’ righteousness. 
 Romans 5:10 says it this way, “...being reconciled (exchanged) we shall 
be saved by His life (zoe).”  The word “saved” means more than born again.  It 
means healed, delivered, protected, made whole, made well, etc.  The reason 
we have this complete salvation is that we receive His zoe.  We receive His 
Zoe because we receive His righteousness.  We receive His righteousness be-
cause of the exchange. Accordingly, it is all ours by faith.  
 You are righteous because you were born of God.  Being righteous does 
not mean you never sin. It means you have a righteous nature.  It is now 
natural for you to live a righteous life.  Even though you may fall, you are not 
a sinner.   As the Psalmist said, “Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast 
down:  for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.”  (Psalms 37:24)  Proverbs 
says it like this,  “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again:  but 
the wicked shall fall into mischief.”  (Proverbs 24:16) 
 When you had a sin nature, you did some good works occasionally.   
But those good works could not change your unrighteous nature to become 
righteous.  Likewise, now that you have a righteous nature, when you fall, 
that cannot change your righteous nature to make you unrighteous.  We were 
born into unrighteousness.  Our works did not effect that state of being.  
Likewise, we are born into righteousness, our works will not effect that state 
of being.  
 This is not a permit to sin.  A righteous heart hates sin.  A righteous 
heart wants to please God.  A righteous heart loves righteousness.  And the 
heart is made righteous only by faith ( Romans 5:1, 10:10). 
 There is a fear in us that this belief will somehow make it possible for 
men to get by with things.  Some could try to use this as a license to sin.  
Paul, Peter and John warned against and dealt with these same fears.  There 
were groups in the early church that tried to abuse freedom.  The Apostles 
dealt with the issue without abandoning this truth. 
 To abandon faith righteousness is to abandon the finished work of 
Jesus.  Regardless of how sincere the motive, a departure from faith 
righteousness is a departure from truth. 
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FAITH TO FAITH 
 

 The weakness of modern Christianity lies at the foundation of our 
belief system.  Everything we believe is slanted in the direction of and 
interpreted by our foundational beliefs.  Our one and only foundation is the 
death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
 It is the slight deviations from what happened at the cross that create 
confusion and destruction in the major areas of our life.  When a bullet is 
fired from a gun, the barrel must be exact.   A deviation of only a fraction of 
an inch could result in a miss of many feet.  The farther the bullet travels 
from the barrel of the gun, the greater the degree of error. 
 Likewise, there are many things we believe about the cross that may 
not really seem significant until we weave them into our daily life.  Then, in 
that setting, we end up miles away from our desired destination in Christ. 
 Paul said in Romans 1:16,  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”  The Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation.  It should produce the salvation of God.  We know that salvation is 
more than being born again.  It is the full benefit of God’s provision.  If what 
we believe is not producing salvation, then we must face the truth.  Either I 
do not believe the truth, or maybe what I do believe is not true. 
 When Paul said he was not ashamed of the Gospel, he was not 
speaking of Jesus, personally.  The Jews did not have that great of a problem 
with Jesus.  They had a problem with what Jesus had accomplished for man.  
The Judaizers who followed Paul around the world and caused so much of his 
persecution, did not tell people to reject Jesus.  They simply told people that 
Jesus could not make you righteous. 
 The good news of Jesus is that righteousness is now a free gift.  Any 
deviation from this is not good news.  The Jews had righteousness by works.  
In Christianity, we have so compromised the Gospel that we have no more 
than the Jews had. 
 In  verse 17 Paul continues,  “For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”   Paul 
says that in the Gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith.  He did not say that it was revealed from faith to works. 
 Most Christians actually believe that Jesus saves you, but your works 
make you righteous.  Jesus gets you saved, you keep yourself saved.  Jesus 
purchased your healing, you qualify yourself to receive healing.  Jesus 
conquered the devil, your works deliver you from his attacks.  We do not 
really believe that righteousness begins with faith and ends with faith. 



 Faith righteousness should be woven through every thread of our belief 
system.  The moment we depart from faith righteousness we have departed 
from the Gospel.  It must be the basis for all we are, all we hope to be and all 
we will receive from God. 
 The Galatians had this same problem.  Paul preached Jesus to them.  
They received a wonderful salvation.  When Paul left, the Judaizers came in 
and said, “Believe on Jesus for salvation, but you must obey all the law to be 
righteous enough to receive the promises.  If you don’t live holy enough, God 
will smite you with the curses.” 
 This is why Paul said,  “Are ye so foolish?  Having begun in the Spirit, 
are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”  (Galatians 3:3)  In other words, this 
work was begun in you by the Spirit of God.  It can only be completed by the 
Spirit of God. 
 In chapter three verses two and five he asked, “This only would I learn 
of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith?  He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles 
among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”  
When you first received the Spirit, was it because you believed what you 
heard or because you earned by keeping enough of the law?   When people 
worked miracles among you, was it because people believed the truth or 
because they earned it by keeping the law? 
 Nothing changes after we are saved.  This relationship with God was 
the product of a free gift.  Our ability to maintain a relationship with God is 
the product of the free gift.  Paul tells the Colossian believers to continue in 
Christ the same way they began in Christ; rooted and grounded in faith.  
Don’t try to change the rules. 
 Nearly every book of the New Testament was written because the 
churches were being deceived in the area of righteousness.  While believing 
on the person of Jesus, they rejected His finished work of the cross.  They 
believed they were saved by grace and made righteous by works.  They didn’t 
believe righteousness was from faith to faith. 
 This issue of righteousness is the stumbling stone of the Gospel.  
People do not struggle with most of the major aspects of Jesus’ life and 
ministry.  They struggle with this issue of righteousness.  
 In Romans, Paul describes the dilemma, “What shall we say then? That 
the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to 
righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith.  But Israel, which 
followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of 
righteousness.”  (Romans 9:30-31)  Israel really wanted to find righteousness, 
but they could not find it.  The Gentiles were not really looking for 
righteousness, but they did find it. 
 Verse 32 explains how it worked out this way. “Wherefore?   Because 
they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.”  The 
Gentiles were willing to accept righteousness as a gift.  That response is 



faith.  The Jews, on the other hand, were not willing to accept that it was a 
gift.  They sought to earn righteousness by their performance. 
 The last phrase of verse 32 is of the utmost importance, “For they 
stumbled at that stumbling stone.”  Faith righteousness is the stumbling 
stone of the Gospel.  This is the rock of offense.  Jesus Himself is not the rock 
of offense.  Jesus, as our righteousness, is what offends and causes those who 
will not believe to stumble.  They stumble because of their unbelief 
concerning righteousness. 
 Romans 9:33 says, “As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumbling 
stone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed.”  If a person believes on Jesus as their righteousness, they will not 
stumble, they will not be ashamed, they will not be confounded.  But to those 
that do not believe, they will stumble. 
 They have rejected the cornerstone.  Jesus, as our righteousness, is the 
cornerstone of Christianity.  Anything else will produce a faulty foundation.  
When we try to build on another foundation,  the entire building will collapse.  
This is why Paul warned in 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, about the need to take 
heed when building our life.  “According to the grace of God which is given 
unto me, as a wise master builder, I have laid the foundation, and another 
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.  For 
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  
 We should build in our Christian life.  We should grow in our 
understanding of God.  We should grow in good works.  But they all should be 
built upon this foundation of faith righteousness. They should never be the 
foundation of our righteousness.  Every Christian should live a Godly life.  
Every Christian should bear fruit.  The moment these things become our 
hope and confidence for being accepted of God,  they are no longer gold, silver 
and precious stones.  Because they are not built on the foundation, they are 
wood, hay and stubble. 
 Healing is true, but if it is not built on the foundation of faith 
righteousness, it will collapse.  All the promises of God are true, but they will 
not stand when built on a faulty foundation.  We are like people who have 
tried to build sky scrapers on mud puddles.  When the building falls, we 
question the validity of the promise.  The promises are good, but they must be 
built upon the sure foundation of Jesus as our righteousness.  Our every 
belief must be built upon faith righteousness.  The righteousness that 
qualifies us for all of the promises is His righteousness. 
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BEING RIGHTEOUS  
WE HAVE PEACE  

 
 From the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai, the Jews had to earn the 
blessings of God.  As we stated earlier, if they were good (righteous), they 
received the blessings. If they were unrighteous, they received the curses.  
Keep in mind that God established His standard of righteousness.  God is the 
only one who can define and determine the standards of right and wrong.  
Any attempt on our part to define righteousness apart from the Word of God 
is actually humanism.  That is exactly what Adam did in the garden of Eden. 
 From the time that Adam partook of the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, man has become a god unto himself.  He has 
decided right and wrong by his own definition. He has attempted to make 
God accept his standards. The ability to determine right and wrong, however, 
belongs only to God.  Keep in mind, that was Satan’s basic temptation, “You 
can be gods and determine right and wrong for yourselves.”  This is where we 
have the birth of humanism, which is the basis for all false religion. 
 Humanism places man at the center of the universe. His personal 
opinions are the determining factors for right and wrong. Man becomes a god 
to himself. He makes his own standards and his own rules.  But worst of all, 
he fabricates his own definition of righteousness.  This is a right that belongs 
only to God.  
 The word “heresy” is used very loosely in Christian circles. Usually, we 
define a heretic to be anyone who disagrees with our beliefs.  The word 
“heresy,” however, has its roots in a word that means “to choose.”  So a 
heretic is one who chooses what he believes. The Word of God is not the 
absolute authority for a  heretic.  He views truth as optional; therefore, he 
lives life by preference instead of conviction. 
 One becomes a Christian by making Jesus Lord.  As Lord, His Word is 
the final authority about what we should believe.  It should form all of our 
views and opinions.  Regardless of how we may feel about a particular thing, 
we surrender the right of choice to His Lordship.  When one enters the realm 
of choice about his beliefs, he is functioning outside the realm of Lordship.  
This option of choice has been a detrimental factor for the church down 
through the ages.  We have chosen to believe many wrong things about God, 
about the cross of Christ and about how to have a relationship with God. 
 Church history reveals that man has continually opted for beliefs that 
were more convenient or less threatening.  For example, baptism by 
immersion was the standard for hundreds of years.  Later, when it was not 



convenient, the church modified it to sprinkling.  This was more socially 
acceptable. 
 The concept of God being an angry God is a belief of preference.  Jesus 
was not angry.  Jesus was not judgmental or fault finding.  He said, “If you’ve 
seen me, you’ve seen the Father.”   He was the exact representation of God.  So 
God would not relate to man in any fashion contrary with Jesus’ life and 
ministry.  Yet, we insist that God is angry and fault finding.  Why?  It is a 
convenient way to control others.  It is the message of choice. 
 Christianity is not a religion of choice and convenience.  We come to 
God hurting and faced with all sorts of problems.  Our devastated life has 
been the product of decisions based on our personal beliefs.  Our life cannot 
change if our beliefs do not change.  One cannot come to Jesus and experience 
any change apart from surrendering his beliefs. 
 One who does not surrender his views and opinions to God will 
continue to be a god unto himself.  He will also continue to experience the 
same hurts and difficulties as before.  God works in our life as a product of 
believing the truth. 
 The greatest devastation in the Christian’s life comes about by the 
refusal to accept God’s standard and definition of righteousness.  Because we 
do not understand faith righteousness, we cling to works righteousness.  It 
makes sense, we can understand it.  It does not require us to believe 
something that is beyond our present scope of understanding. 
 We all understand works righteousness.  It works like this:  If I do only 
good things, I am acceptable to God and I get the blessings.  If I do anything 
wrong, I am unacceptable to God and I get chastened. 
 We saw it under the law.  It was revived in the early church and 
ushered into the Dark Ages. Much of the theology that was developed by the 
early Catholic Church, particularly in this area, still influences our concept of 
God.  Works righteousness always brings fear and rejection.  One never 
knows if what he has done is good enough.  One doesn’t have the confidence 
of God’s forgiveness.  This fear is torment.  The only deliverance from that 
torment is believing and experiencing the love of God.  (1 John 4: 18). 
 In Romans 1:16 Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel (GOOD 
NEWS) of Christ: for it (this good news) is the power of God unto salvation 
(new birth, healing deliverance, protection, etc.)”  When one does not believe 
the good news, he is void of the power of God. He is unable to live the 
salvation Jesus purchased for us. Whatever part of the good news you 
believe, you can receive the power to live. 
 Paul goes on to say in verse 17, “For therein (in this good news) is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith...”  Faith righteousness is the 
good news.  Faith righteousness is the beginning and the end of the Christian 
life.  It does not go from faith to works, it is faith to faith.  This is why the 
early church was called believers.  All they experienced with God was a 
product of what they believed, not a product of what they did.  The Old 



Covenant was the product of works.  Righteous works qualified you to receive 
the provision of God. But we  have a new and different covenant.  It is a 
better covenant, with better promises.     
 God has established a New Covenant.  He intended that we would be 
free from the Old.  He set us free from works righteousness to qualify us to 
receive the life (zoe) that is earned by Jesus.  Yet, we stay bound to the Old.  
We cling to works righteousness simply because we do not believe and 
understand faith righteousness.  We enter into the realm of choice and justify 
it by our own reasoning. Sadly, we are the ones who suffer for it.  We make 
the sacrifice of Jesus void of power through our traditional beliefs (Mark 
7:13). 
 Works righteousness appeals to the carnal mind.  The carnal mind, 
according to Romans 8:5 is to have the mind set on the flesh.  Remember, the 
flesh is when we attempt to be made righteous by the works of the flesh.  To 
the carnal mind, works righteousness makes sense.  It is rational.  It fits our 
preferential beliefs. 
 Romans 8:5 says  “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of 
the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.”   The mind 
that is set on what the flesh does, is a mind that has man and his works at 
the center of his religion.  He erroneously places God on the outside.  This 
mind is not set on the work of the Spirit of Christ.  It has no awareness or 
sensitivity to the reality that righteousness is a work of the Spirit of 
righteousness.   
 Thus, Romans 8:8 declares, “So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God.”  Why?  You ask.  Hebrews 11:6 says it this way, “But without 
faith it is impossible to please him”  Galatians 2:16 says it another way.  
“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the 
works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”  God has defined righteousness.  
We cannot reject His definition for our reasonable, rational preferences. 
 The great restraint concerning faith righteousness is that we do not 
UNDERSTAND it.  We have mistakenly thought that we could believe by 
understanding.  There is some truth to that, but the Bible presents just the 
opposite.  We must believe in order to understand.  Hebrews 11:3 explains,  
“Through faith we understand...”  As we choose to believe God, understanding 
is opened to us.  Therefore, we will never understand what we do not believe. 
 Why is it so essential that we receive righteousness as a gift?  All of 
this may seem trivial until we see the practical difference it will make. 
Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, being justified (made righteous) by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  God is at peace with 
man. We have established that.  But why is it so important that we see that? 
 Although God is at peace with us, we may not be at peace with Him.  If 
we are living in fear or insecurity about our relationship with God, we cannot 



get free from sin.  We have already seen how a works mentality actually 
causes sin to resurrect in our members.  Law causes us to hide our sin.  
Mercy and forgiveness, on the other hand, creates an environment of peace 
and love that lets us deal with our sin.  
 Until we can deal openly with our sin before God, we cannot get set 
free from it.  We cannot deal openly and honestly with it if we do not realize 
God’s peace.  An environment that says God will judge you for your sin is a 
negative, unproductive environment.  It is one that promotes 
self-righteousness and deceit.  We become defensive of our actions.  Instead of 
being teachable, we are ready to defend our every position.  After all, if we 
are wrong, we run the risk of judgement. Yet if God poured all of His 
judgement out on Jesus, we need not fear that He will judge us.  
 Many ministers are afraid of this message. They fear it will promote a 
loose and casual lifestyle. They are afraid people will take advantage of God’s 
goodness and get into sin.  Actually, if people believe this, they will be less 
compelled to sin.  When one believes in the “zoe” life of God, when he sees all 
the good things God has to offer, when he sees the goodness of God, he will 
also see that the world has nothing to offer. 
 Most people believe the world has the good things to offer, but that is 
not true.  They have heard the false suffering message.  They think that 
being a Christian is a defeated lifestyle of crumbs and worn out clothes. Try 
to explain that to Abraham, David, and the other patriarchs.  
 There is a time of scriptural suffering, but we should not suffer 
because of unbelief or ignorance.  If I must suffer for the gospel, I will do it 
gladly. Even in that suffering, I am victorious.  Or, if I must suffer, I will 
suffer as Jesus did.  Hebrews 2:18 says He suffered when He was tempted.  
His suffering was the denial of Himself, living for God and saying no to sin. I 
will gladly say no to sin and self. This is what it means to take up my cross.  I 
will also suffer by surrendering my will, my opinions and my preferences to 
His will, His view, His opinion. 
 It has been the message of wrath, suffering, trials and testing that has 
turned the world away from the Gospel.  As a matter of fact, this is not 
Gospel (good news) at all.  The world will be won by the good news.  The news 
that God is not angry with you; the news that God loves you; the news that 
righteousness is a free gift; the news that your sins have been paid for; the 
news that Jesus provided all of this is the good news the world needs to hear.  
The message of wrath does not keep people from sin; it makes them 
hypocrites and liars.  They do not stay out of sin any better than anyone else, 
they just hide it better. A person who wants to sin will sin, regardless of what 
he believes. Whatever his theological position, he will find a way to justify his 
sin.  Before I can get a person to properly deal with sin, he must be free from 
the fear of judgment. 
 God said, “Come...let us reason together.” (Isaiah 1:18)  There is no 
reasoning with wrath. In fact, the Book of Proverbs warns against dealing 



with angry, unreasonable people.  Our reasoning with God is not trying to 
convince Him we are right or justified in our sin.  Our reasoning with God is 
where we come face to face with a loving God, in an environment of peace and 
confess our sins. It is here that mercy and truth meet together.  It is here 
that the goodness of God draws us into repentance (Romans 2:4).  It is here 
that a troubled and convicted heart finds mercy and grace to help in time of 
need (Hebrews 4:16). 
 If I am not fully convinced that I am righteous through the Lord Jesus, 
I will never have peace.  I will never be sure.  I recently sat and talked with a 
person who had gotten off into error.  This person believed that everyone 
would eventually go to Heaven.  As we discussed why she believed this she 
said, “I used to be so afraid that I might not be forgiven and that I might go 
to hell, when I heard this, it gave me peace.”  The absence of peace makes 
people susceptible to error that offers false peace. 
 Many people have given up on God and returned to sin.  When I talked 
to one man he said, “I just could not go on not knowing if God had really 
forgiven me.”  Because he did not know he was righteous, he did not have 
peace.  That lack of peace destroyed his walk with God. 
 Then there are those who are bitter.  They have labored to do right.  
They are attempting to earn the blessings.  When they do not get peace or 
when that do not get the reward they expect, they will become bitter and 
angry at God. 
 Our peace cannot be based on our performance, that is too 
unpredictable.  It causes us to vacillate up and down.  Our peace cannot be in 
a false doctrine.  Then we would have to  defend that doctrine to maintain our 
peace.  Our peace must be rooted in the certainty of the finished work of 
Jesus. 
 If Jesus is my righteousness, He is the center of my life.  For every 
promise in the Bible I look to Him and His finished work and I say, “Because 
of you, I am qualified.”  When trouble comes my way, I look to Jesus and I 
say, “Because of you, I know this is not from God.”  When fear tries to enter 
my mind, I look to Jesus and I say, “Because of you I don’t have to be afraid.  
YOU are my peace.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

THE COVENANT OF PEACE 
 
 Isaiah 53 graphically describes the exchange that took place on the 
cross.  It depicts the terrible suffering that Jesus endured for our sake.  Then 
chapter 54 begins to explain the New Covenant that will go into effect as a 
result of that exchange. 
 Isaiah 54:7-8 says this, “For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but 
with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith 
the Lord thy Redeemer.”  Before God could have fellowship with man, He had 
to settle the sin problem.  Sin had to be judged. Righteousness demands the 
judgment of sin. 
 God, in His great love for man, judged the sin of the world in Jesus.  
Because His wrath and righteous judgment have already taken place, man  is 
now free to enter into a peaceful relationship with a holy God.  Before His 
wrath was appeased, the consequence of sin was the main thing that kept 
men walking upright. 
 The fear of penalty may change one’s actions, but it will not change 
one’s heart.  The heart is changed by love.  Since God is a heart God (l 
Samuel 16:7), He desires a relationship.  Now that judgment has been 
satisfied, God can love us into a heart relationship. 
 Romans 2:4 says it is “the goodness of God that leadeth to repentance...”  
The word “repentance,” contrary to popular teaching, is not a grieving or 
weeping.  It may include those elements, but that is not repentance.  In fact, 
the Bible talks about two kinds of repentance. One is an afterthought because 
of consequences.  This is what the Bible speaks of when it says that Judas 
repented himself before committing suicide (Matthew 27:3). 
 The repentance that God requires is a change of mind.  Judas did not 
change his mind about his sin; he was sorry for the results.  The judgement 
message may make one dread the results, but it will not change the heart. If 
we have a loving relationship with a loving God that relationship will draw 
us into a change of mind.  It will bring us to the place where we do not desire 
to sin. 
 I so enjoy and depend on my loving, heavenly Father that I do not 
want to sin. His goodness is too precious to disrupt it with sin. This is not to 
say I never sin, but this is the motivation for staying out of sin. Likewise, this 
is the motivation for repentance. 
 Isaiah 54:9 goes on to say, “For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: 
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; 
so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.”  In His 



covenant with Noah, God swore that He would never judge the earth by 
water again. He then set the rainbow in the sky as a seal to that covenant. 
God has faithfully kept that promise. 
 Now He says, this is just like my covenant with Noah.  In other words, 
this covenant is just as sure as my covenant with Noah.  This covenant says, 
“I will never be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee.”  This is what God has sworn 
to us, and this covenant is as sure as any He has ever made. 
 This is a covenant of peace. “For the mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be removed; but MY KINDNESS SHALL NOT DEPART FROM THEE, 
NEITHER SHALL THE COVENANT OF MY PEACE BE REMOVED, saith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” (Isaiah 54:10)  The exchange made it 
possible for God to be at peace with man. Sin has been judged in Jesus.  We 
have been made righteous in Him; now we have peaceful fellowship with God.  
He swore that His kindness and peace would not depart from us. 
 If someone came on the scene and proclaimed that God was going to 
judge the world by water, we would all quickly realize the error.  God says, 
“as sure as I will never destroy the world with water I will not be wroth with 
thee, I will not rebuke thee, my kindness will not depart from thee, the 
covenant of peace shall not be removed from thee because I AM A MERCIFUL 
GOD.” 
 The covenant with Noah was sealed with a rainbow.  The covenant of 
peace was sealed in the blood of Jesus.  If God violates this covenant, then He 
has denounced the blood of Jesus.  A violation of this covenant would be total 
rejection of the blood, the death and the resurrection of His Son.  But this 
covenant is sure. 
 God will never destroy the world by water. But what if your favorite 
preacher, the person you trust most stands up and says, “I’ve heard from 
God. He’s going to destroy the world by water.” Regardless of how much you 
love and trust that person, you would not receive that message.  You would 
confidently look back to the covenant God made with Noah.  You would stand 
on God’s Word.   What if that same person stood up and said, “God’s not 
going to judge the world with water, but He is going to destroy one nation by 
water.”  Again, the error would be obvious.  What if that person said, “Well, 
God’s not going to destroy the world by water, but He’s so mad He’s going to 
drown one person.”  Again, the error would be obvious. 
 The reason the error would be obvious is because we all know about 
the covenant with Noah. Unfortunately, we are more aware of the covenant 
with Noah than the covenant with Jesus.  Ignorance causes people to go into 
captivity and bondage.  Our top priority as Christians should be to know the 
New Covenant.  We are to live, worship and minister by this covenant. 
 God swore that He would be at peace with mankind.  This means 
believers and nonbelievers.  Jesus did not appease the wrath of God for the 
sins of the church.   He appeased the wrath of God for the world.  So at the 
present time, God is judging no man for his sin. 



 There surely will be a time of judgment for those who are not found in 
Christ, but today, God is judging no man. This covenant of peace is sure. 
 Righteousness is what makes all of this possible.  “In righteousness 
thou shalt be established...” (Isaiah 54:14)  Verse 17 is quick to point out, 
“...and their righteousness is of me saith the Lord.”   Not the righteousness of 
man that comes by works, but the righteousness of faith that comes by the 
Lord  
Jesus. 
  As God said in Isaiah 40:2, “Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 
pardoned...”   “The war is over.”  God saw the problem and He did all it would 
take to solve it through Jesus.  Because this thing is of God it is sure and 
consistent. 
 What about the message that says God is judging you?  What about the 
message that makes one feel God is the source of all their pain and affliction?  
Verse 17 says, “...and every tongue that shall rise up against thee in judgment 
thou shalt condemn.”  The Emphasized Bible translation says it this way, 
“...and every tongue that riseth against thee in judgment shalt thou prove to be 
lawless.”  The tongue that pronounces the judgment of God on man is a 
lawless tongue. It does not speak in line with the New Covenant. We can no 
more accept the message of God’s wrath being poured out on man at this 
time, than we could accept the prophesy of another worldwide flood. This is 
why the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, AND ON EARTH PEACE, 
GOODWILL TOWARD MEN!” 
 The message that says God is judging someone before the time of 
judgment is as absurd as someone saying God is going to judge the world by 
water.  We have a sure word and a sure covenant sealed in the blood of Jesus. 
 There is a rational, however, that says, “If I violate my covenant, then 
God is free from His side of the covenant.”  We must understand, God did not 
establish His covenant with us, He established it with Jesus.  For this 
covenant to be broken, Jesus must fail.  He did not fail.  He finished every 
aspect of the work.  This covenant is established, it is settled, it is sure, it is 
unchangeable. 
 Galatians 3:16 explains, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to 
thy seed, which is Christ.”  The promises were made to Jesus.  The covenant 
was with Jesus.  Because I am in Him, I qualify to participate in the 
covenant. 
 We accept that God made a covenant with Noah that benefits all of us.  
We would never think that our actions could alter the covenant made with 
Noah.  Likewise, our actions cannot alter the covenant made with Jesus. 
 We have a covenant of peace and it is sure.  It is sealed with the blood 
of Jesus. 
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THE LOVE OF GOD 
 
 “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” (1 John 
4:16)  The apostle John had not only believed in God’s love, but he 
experienced it. He had tapped into the greatest power in existence, the love of 
God. 
 When I was first saved, I wanted desperately to know God’s power.  I 
wanted to see God’s mighty acts.  Like Elijah, I expected to know God in the 
earthquake, in the fire and in the wind.  But I soon discovered you could see 
all these things and still not know God.  Knowing God’s power soon became 
secondary to knowing God. 
 You will only grasp the fullness of God’s power to the degree that you 
grasp the fullness of His love.  Paul understood this when he prayed for the 
Ephesians to be “...rooted and grounded in love, (that they) may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be FILLED  WITH  THE  FULLNESS  OF GOD.”  (Ephesians 3:17-19)  
Paul knew the key to being filled with God’s power was knowing and 
believing His love. 
 Love is the motivating factor behind all that God does.  More than 
anything else, God is love. Therefore, you only know and understand God by 
understanding the God kind of love.  This is the major key to miracles, 
healing, faith and peace. 
 When I pray for the sick, cast out devils or intercede, it is not a matter 
of my trying to work up a super faith.  It is not a matter of trying to change 
God’s mind.  It is not a matter of the individual having a good enough life to 
receive.  All I know is the great love of God that has already given the very 
best He has to offer...Jesus.  I do not trust in my super faith; I trust in God’s 
super love.  My faith is simply a response to the love and integrity of God. 
 In Romans 8:32-34 Paul presents a series of questions that should 
cause us to realize that God is not the one causing our problems. “He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things?”  In Paul’s first question he reminds us that 
God has already given the best.  Why would God withhold anything from us 
after He has already given us the best He has? 
 He also points out that all of these things God gives, He gives freely. 
We received Jesus freely.  We were not worthy.  Our life was not good 
enough. So why would God require us to earn anything else?  If anything 
should be earned, surely it would have been the right to become sons of God.  



But that was given freely.  When Jesus sent out His disciples He said, “Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: FREELY YE HAVE 
RECEIVED, FREELY GIVE.”  (Matthew 10:8)  Jesus placed no price on His 
goodness, then or now. 
 It seems we are afraid that if we preach a free gospel, the undeserving 
will receive.  That is exactly the point; the undeserving need to experience the 
love of God.  When the undeserving experience the love of God, that kindness 
will bring them to a change of mind (repentance) about God.  When they taste 
and see that the Lord is good, they may not want to go back to the pig pen to 
eat. 
 Paul continues to ask, “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s 
elect? It is God that justifieth.”  (Romans 8:33)  The original language says, 
“Who shall bring an accusation against the chosen ones of God?  Will God 
who acquits them?”  If God is the one who acquitted us, if God is the one who 
justifies, if God is the one who makes us righteous, why would He turn 
around and bring a charge or accusation against us?  God is not looking for 
fault in us; so the obvious answer is no.  God is not the faultfinder. 
 Think of it, God gave me the righteousness that I have.  I do not come 
before Him with my righteousness.  I come before Him with the 
righteousness He gave Jesus.  Therefore, if God finds fault with me, He has 
found fault with His own work.  “I am His workmanship created in Christ 
Jesus...”  (Ephesians 2:10) 
 Why would God find fault with His own work?  Obviously, He doesn’t.  
That means the feelings of not measuring up and the sense of fear and 
uncertainty I feel about approaching God are the products of my own heart.  
God is not finding fault with me. 
 It is obvious that if I sin, my heart will condemn me.  I need to listen to 
my heart.  I need to change the behavior that is robbing me of my confidence 
before God.  But God is greater than my heart.  My heart tells me that I need 
to change my behavior to live in proper relationship with other people.  But 
the finished work of Jesus tells me that God still loves and accepts me.  It 
tells me I can come before Him with boldness and get help, even though I 
may have problems. 
 Paul continues with the next question, “Who is he that condemneth? It 
is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us?”  (Romans 8:34)  Again, 
Paul points out the absurdity that condemnation, fault finding and judgment 
would come from the Lord Jesus.  Why would He find fault if He is the one 
who died for us?  Obviously, He would not. 
  If Jesus is for me, He cannot be against me.  He would not be for me in 
the presence of God and against me in my presence.  The feelings of 
condemnation, the expectations of judgment are not from Him.  He is for me.  
Jesus is for me, not against me. 



 While most Christians agree with that, they draw the line when a 
person sins. It is easy to believe God loves us when we do right, but few 
people believe that God loves us when we do wrong. 1 John 2:1 says, “My 
little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not...”  It is obvious 
that God does not want us to sin, but the verse does not stop there.  “AND IF 
ANY MAN SIN, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.”  It does not say that when we sin God judges us. It does not say 
Jesus will accuse us.  It says, when we sin Jesus is still our advocate.  An 
advocate is one who is for you, not against you.  Even when you sin, Jesus is 
still for you.  He’s not the one who condemns you.  He’s the one who helps you 
come out of sin. 
 The Bible says Satan is the accuser of the brethren, not Jesus.  
Condemnation does not help anyone come out of sin. It destroys confidence 
and self worth. It paralyzes the confidence that God wants to help us.  
Condemnation is the strongest tool the devil has against the believer.  If he 
can make you believe that God is against you, he can separate you from the 
only One who can help you. 
 We have been so conditioned to think God is the source of our 
difficulties.  When trouble comes, our first thought is very often, “Oh no, what 
have I done now?  Why is God doing this to me?”  Isaiah 54:15 says “...they 
shall surely gather together, but not by me.”  Or as Jeremiah prophesied, “And 
they shall fight against thee: but they shall not prevail against thee; FOR I 
AM WITH THEE, saith the Lord, to deliver thee.”  (Jeremiah 1:19) 
 Now, if God is the deliverer, He cannot be the destroyer. If God is for 
you, He cannot be against you. The New Testament says it this way:  “Let no 
man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any man.” (James 1:13)  The word “tempted” 
means a solicitation to evil, trial, tribulation, or scrutinized.  Do not say that 
your trials are from God.  When you feel you are being scrutinized, do not say 
it is God.  God is not looking you over for fault.  He has made you righteous in 
Jesus.  
 We have made God to be the bad guy.  The world does not want to 
come to the God we have presented to them.  Most people (Christians) feel 
that it is easier to be a sinner than to be a Christian.  But be assured, the 
God we have shown the world is not the God Jesus showed to the world. 
Either He was wrong about God, or we are. 
 I remember sharing about the love of God with an alcoholic. I assured 
him of God’s love and mercy. As he sat weeping, he suddenly asked, “Let me 
see your Bible.” I handed it to him and asked, “What are you looking for?”  He 
said, “I wanted to see if this was the same Bible the other preachers use.”  He 
continued, “I’ve never heard of the God you’re talking about.”  Here was a 
man who lived in the Bible belt of America.  He grew up in church, yet he had 
never heard of God’s love. 



 God does not have a double standard.  He does not require us to love 
and exempt Himself from loving.  He is the author of love.  All real love comes 
from God.  His love was demonstrated in the fact that He sent Jesus to die for 
us.  We did not deserve it and did not even want it, yet in His love, He sent 
His only Son. 
 When Jesus comes in us, He brings the zoe life of God.  All the healing, 
power, prosperity and fullness of God are in you in Christ.  As you become 
persuaded in the love of God, you will allow His life (zoe) to flow into your life 
with confidence, joy and thanksgiving. 
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GOOD NEWS FAITH 
 
 The gospel of peace is the only source for building real faith.  For years 
we have taken Romans 10:17 and said if you keep hearing the word, faith will 
come.  There was a time when I believed and taught it that way.  That, 
however, is not what the Scripture says, and history certainly does not bear it 
out. 
 If just hearing the Word would build faith, why aren’t all people 
working miracles, healing the sick and raising the dead?   Why don’t all 
people who hear the Word trust God?   If faith (trust) comes from just hearing 
the Word, it would be a simple thing to bring all people to a life changing 
faith in God.  But many people who read the Bible become fearful.  They often 
pull away from God.  The majority of people sitting in churches don’t really 
trust God with every aspect of their lives.  Yet, they are hearing the word. 
 Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.”  To understand this, or any scripture, we must understand 
it in light of the context.  The context for understanding this passage is the 
previous 10 chapters of Romans, which is all about faith righteousness. 
 In Romans 10:13, it begins to get specific, “For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  It then explains the progression 
whereby a person is compelled to call upon the name of the Lord.  Verse 14 
explains that they will not call on the name of the Lord if they do not believe. 
 It goes on to say they will not believe if they have not heard.  What you 
hear about God will determine if you call on Him.  If what you hear makes 
you believe that God loves and accepts you, you will confidently call upon 
Him.  If what you hear makes you unsure of God’s love for you, you will not 
call on Him with confident trust (faith). 
 Then it asks, “How shall they hear without a preacher?”  Regardless of 
what the Bible says, the preacher you hear will affect the way you hear 
(understand) the Word.  A man came to Jesus and asked Him a question, 
Jesus’ reply was not what one would expect.  He asked, “What is written in 
the law?  How readest thou?”  (Luke 10:26)  Jesus asked him two questions.  
First, what does the Word say, and second, how do you interpret that? 
 What the Word says and how we read or interpret it can be worlds 
apart.  We have been tempered and molded to see God the way the preacher 
sees Him. This is why it is so essential to read the Bible for yourself and to 
develop your own concepts of God through the Word and personal 
involvement. 
 In Luke 8:18, Jesus warns, “Take heed therefore HOW ye hear.”  How 
you hear is as important as what you hear.  If you hear a promise of God, it is 



absolutely true.  But if you place a wrong stipulation on receiving that 
promise, you have taken what could bring life and turned it to death. 
 I must allow the Word to speak for itself.  I must not place what seems 
to be reasonable interpretation on the Word of God apart from it having a 
foundation in the New Covenant.  I can’t look to the Old Covenant to 
understand how God will operate under the New Covenant, although it may 
seem reasonable and logical.  Conversely, to do so is to reject the validity of 
the New. 
 I must realize that the person who preaches the Word to me affects my 
hearing.  I am partaking of his perceptions and preferences.  Thus it says, 
“How shall they preach except they be sent.”  There are too many that are not 
sent forth with the message of the New Covenant.  They have run forth out of 
their own zeal.  They are anxious to perpetuate their own perceptions, but 
they are not sent with “The Gospel of Peace.” 
 Romans 10:15 says, “And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as 
it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things!”   Not every preacher has beautiful 
feet.  Not every preacher walks in the pathway of peace.  It says those who 
preach THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, those who BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF 
GOOD THINGS, those are the ones who are sent. 
 Unfortunately, not all of the preachers who have gone forth believe the 
report.  They do not believe there is a covenant of peace.  Therefore, they 
preach a message of fear and condemnation.  Thus we have the fulfillment of 
Romans 10:16.  “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, 
Lord, who hath believed our report?” 
 Faith does not come from hearing the Word in general.  Faith comes 
when we hear the good news, the glad tiding of the gospel of peace.  Hearing 
the gospel of peace will build faith (trust).  Hearing bad news about works, 
law and performance will destroy confident trust (faith).  The message of 
peace makes one run to God; the message of judgment makes one run away 
from God. 
 Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.”  Real faith is always the product of hope.  The 
word hope in the original language means “a confident expectation of good 
things.”  A confident expectation of bad things produces fear.  A confident 
expectation of good things always produces faith.  
 Expectation of good things should be the general view of all Christians.  
In every situation we should be expecting good things from God.  This will 
never be if we are hearing teaching that labels God as the source of all our 
hurts, trials, problems and tribulations. That kind of teaching promotes the 
expectation of bad things from God.  The Bible calls that fear. According to 
Hebrews 11:1, faith cannot exist where there is no hope (confident expec-
tation of good). 



 Even faith itself is turned to law if you have a wrong concept of God. I 
have seen many Christians trying to change God’s mind and earn His accep-
tance with their faith. That is nothing more than works.  It is not faith at all.  
Faith functions on the basis of promises, not works.  Faith trusts God because 
He is good.  It does not try to get Him to do good. Faith knows God is good. 
 We have wrongly been taught that faith is what we do to get God to 
respond.  If we must do anything to get God to respond, then we are in works.  
Faith is not what we do to get God to respond.  Faith is our response to what 
God has already done in Jesus.  If we must provoke God to do something, 
then we do not believe it is already done in Jesus.  If we know God has given 
all provision in Jesus then we have a confident expectation in this life. 
 Either hope or fear will rule our lives in every situation.  When one is 
not confidently expecting good, he is in fear or worry.  This basic concept we 
have of God affects our faith more than anything else.  We can learn all the 
techniques or methods of working faith, but without the confident expectation 
of good, faith will not come. 
 This wrong concept of God generally comes from the inability to 
separate the Old and New Covenants.  Most Christians have mixed the two 
together and are trying to relate to God on the basis of a perverted covenant. 
In Psalm 78:37 God explains that Israel’s problem was a heart problem,  “For 
their heart was not right with him, neither were they steadfast in his 
covenant.”  Likewise, we are not steadfast in this New Covenant. 
  Because we are not steadfast in the New Covenant, we are quick to 
pervert it by mixing it with the Old.  We are continually looking to the Old 
Testament to understand how God will relate to man.  Since our beliefs are 
not based in the New Covenant, we come to God with certain predetermined 
perspectives.  These perspectives determine how we hear, read, interpret and 
understand the Word of God. 
 I once heard a story about a young oriental boy who sat on the sea 
shore and watched the boats.  As he watched he realized that the wind only 
blew in one direction, but the boats went in every direction.  He asked a wise 
elderly man, “How is it the wind blows only one direction, but the boats sail 
in every direction?”  The wise old man answered,  “It is not the direction of 
the wind that determines the direction of the boat, it is the setting of the 
sail.” 
 Likewise, in our life, it is not the direction of the Word we read as 
much as it is the direction of the beliefs of our heart.  We have set our sail 
through our traditions.  Those traditions make the Word of God to be of no 
effect in our life, just as it did the Pharisees in the time of Jesus in Mark 
6:13. 
 Apart from the gospel of peace, we won’t have the hope that brings 
faith.  Jesus read the same Bible as the Pharisees, yet He found God to be a 
healer and miracle worker.  He found God to be a merciful Father, ready to 
forgive and restore men. The Pharisees read the same Bible and found an 



angry God that would weigh men down with heavy religious burdens.  What 
was the difference?  The setting of the sail. 
 You see, you find what you look for.  If you believe God to be mean and 
judgmental, or just hard to please, you will find Scriptures to reinforce that. 
But if, like Jesus, you see God as a loving Father, you will find the promises 
that give hope. 
 Proverbs 10:29 says, “The way of the Lord is strength to the upright: 
but destruction to the workers of iniquity.”  According to the condition of your 
heart, the word that sets one man free can make you bound.  The word that 
shows one man the love of God can show you something different. Therefore, 
we should be careful who or what is forming our view of God.   
 Our view of God is continually being developed.  We should guard our 
hearts against anything that would cause us to lose confidence and trust in 
God.  The Bible says in Romans 1:17   “For therein (in the Gospel) is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith.”  Everything I hear and believe should support the view of 
faith righteousness and thereby cause me to trust God.  
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SOWING  
AND REAPING 

 
 Many fear that the gospel of peace will promote a liberal lifestyle.  It 
seems that the negative mind sees retribution as the only way to curtail sin. 
Through this fear of people taking advantage of God we have, with good 
intentions, withheld the truth. But Paul said he was not ashamed of the 
gospel (good news).  He realized it to be the power of God unto salvation 
(Romans 1:16). He knew that only the good news of faith righteousness could 
bring about the kind of salvation God has provided and expects. 
 Paul faced persecution for his message.  In the Book of Romans, he 
points out that he had been accused of encouraging sin. In the Book of 
Corinthians he had to defend his message and his apostleship. In the Book of 
Galatians, the Judaizers had come behind him and criticized his message. 
They tried to bring the people out of peace and grace to a mixture of the Old 
and New Covenants.  But he still confidently proclaimed, “I am not ashamed 
of the Good News of faith righteousness.” 
 You must realize there will be those who feel they can take advantage 
of the goodness of God.  But those people will be the way they are, regardless 
of what you preach. A perverted heart will always pervert anything to self-
gratification.  But we cannot let the perversion of some license us to lie.  
Instead of changing his message, Paul warned in Galatians 5:13 “only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh...”  He gave similar warnings in Corin-
thians. Peter warned against the same thing. We must warn, but we cannot 
change the truth. 
 Galatians 6:7 says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  The Phillips translation says it this 
way, “Don’t be under any illusion: you cannot make a fool of God! A man’s 
harvest in life will depend entirely on what he sows.”  AIDS is not the 
judgment of an angry God, neither is sickness, poverty or all the others 
plagues of humanity.  Some of our pains are obviously the work of the devil, 
but the majority of that which hurts us is the product of sowing and reaping. 
 We should warn people of the destruction of sin.  We should make 
them realize how much pain sin can bring into a person’s life.  But we should 
never try to make them think that the pain is God’s judgment against them 
for their sin.  This life is a series of decisions. We must live with the 
consequences of the decisions we make.  When we act independently of truth, 
we will reap a crop of destruction.  When we make decisions based on truth 
we will reap a good harvest. 



 The law of sowing and reaping is not a matter of God’s blessings or 
punishment.  It is just a natural law that God set in place.  When you plant a 
crop, you can’t plant any kind of seed and get the desired results.  You must 
plant the seed that will produce what you want. 
 When people realize that sin is the source of their pain, they will hate 
sin.  Now people think God is the source of their pain, therefore, they hate 
God.  God has not hurt anyone under the New Covenant.  He has set us free 
from the curse of the Law and He has given us the wisdom of His Word to 
know how to avoid painful decisions. 
 God has shown us how to live in victory.  He has made the way 
possible through the Lord Jesus. If we choose to live in destruction, it is not 
God judging us; it is the product of our actions.  And do not be deceived, the 
law of sowing and reaping is sure.  But praise God, there is a higher law.  It 
is the law of the Spirit of life (zoe) in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:2). 
 When we are tired of the destruction of our own way, we can turn to a 
loving, merciful God, receive forgiveness and be delivered from the law of 
sowing and reaping.  You might ask, does this mean a person could sin, ask 
forgiveness and never suffer any penalty of their sin?   Yes, if there is true 
repentance, confession and turning back to the Lord.  But there is an effect of 
sin that is more devastating than any of the afflictions that come on our flesh. 
 The Bible warns that we should guard our heart with all diligence, 
because all of the issues of life come from the heart (Proverbs 4:23).  
Everything your life is or will be is a product of your heart.  You cannot rise 
above the condition of your heart.  You will ultimately live out the abundance 
of your heart. Therefore, the most devastating effects of sin are seen in how it 
affects the heart. 
 Hebrews 3:13 says, “But exhort one another daily, while it is called To 
day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”  Sin 
hardens the heart. It makes it insensitive to God. Paul warns Christians in 
the Book of Ephesians not to live like the Gentiles do. “This I say therefore, 
and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in 
the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life (zoe) of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness (hardness) of their heart. Who being past feeling have given 
themselves  over...”  (Ephesians 4:17-19)  Paul warns that living in sin will 
darken our understanding of God, which will result in our being alienated 
from the life, the abundance, the zoe of God. 
 Alienation happens through ignorance of Godly things, which is a 
product of blindness or hardness of heart.  Even after we have received 
forgiveness from our sin, there is still a problem with our heart.  This 
problem can be solved, but it is not easily detected. 
 Hardness of heart refers to a callous on our heart.  When one works 
with a hoe or shovel without gloves, they usually get blisters on their hands.  
These blisters are very painful and make it difficult to go back to the same 



kind of activity. Similarly, sin when we first get involved, is very painful to 
the Christian’s heart.  Since we have a righteous nature, we can no longer sin 
without feeling pain.  But if the person doing that yard work goes back to the 
same type of work, those sensitive blisters will become calluses which inhibit 
feeling pain.  Likewise, one who continues in sin will callous his heart to the 
point of not being able to feel or detect the work, conviction and direction of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 As Paul says in verse 19, “he will be past feeling.”  Lenski says this is 
“to cease to feel the pain of conviction.”   Now he continues in the sin, not 
realizing the destruction which is being created. Often, one even reaches a 
point of feeling his sin is acceptable to God.  After all, he does not feel any 
discomfort.  But that lack of pain in the heart is not God’s approval.  It is the 
devastating, deceitful effects of sin. 
 Hebrews 3:12 warns, “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.”  The deceitfulness 
of sin is not the obvious.  The deceitfulness of sin is the inward affect on the 
heart.  Be assured, a hardened heart will eventually choose to turn away 
from God--AND FEEL NO PAIN. 
 The Book of Hebrews contains six strong warnings about sin.  The 
warnings are stronger than most preachers and Christians like to admit.  But 
basically, we are warned against apostasy.  You will not find this word in the 
King James Version, but it is found in the original language.  An apostate is 
one who turns away never to return.  An apostate is not one who loses his 
salvation; he is one who throws it away. 
 We have security in Christ, but we also have a freedom of choice. No 
one gets up and says, “Hey, I think I’ll throw away my relationship with God 
today. I believe I’ll turn from God so I can spend eternity in hell.”  No, it does 
not happen that way. But through a long, deceitful process, sin can bring us 
to that point.  And the reason it is so hard to turn around is because WE 
FEEL NO PAIN! 
 If you are backslidden, do not assume you have reached this point.  As 
long as you are alive you can turn around.  But hear the strength of this 
warning.  If you stay in sin, you may ultimately throw God away. 
 God never quits loving you when you are in sin.  Jesus never turns 
against you.  He will forever be for you (1 John 2:1).  But you will turn 
against Him.  So, along with the message of peace, we have to present the 
warnings.  You cannot take advantage of God.  He won’t get you, but your sin 
will. 
 We must also understand the affects of sin in this life.  Although God is 
merciful, people are not.  Long after we have experienced God’s forgiveness, 
we must still live with the way our sins have affected other people.  There 
may be a lack of trust.  There may be anger.  There may be those who will 
never forgive what we have done to them.  This is only one of the many 
painful aspects of sowing and reaping. 
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A RELATIONSHIP 
 OF LOVE 

 
 When I first began to attend church, I heard all of the talk about 
making Jesus my personal Savior and having a personal relationship with 
the Lord.  But as I began to fellowship with those who used this terminology, 
I found that they did not have a personal relationship with Jesus.  They had 
a personal relationship with their ideas, doctrines and beliefs. 
 They were good people and they were no doubt saved.  However, what I 
saw and was taught about God was anything but a relationship. 
Relationships require time and effort, two things most people are not willing 
and sometimes not able to give.  I have actually had people say, “Just give me 
some rules and I’ll keep them.”  Rules require very little, but Jesus came to 
restore us to a relationship with the Father. This relationship is to be built on 
love and trust. 
 In the Book of John, as Jesus was spending His last hours teaching His 
disciples, He explained that He would die, but He would be raised from the 
dead.  He promised that after His resurrection He would send the Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter, the Counselor, the Spirit of Grace and Truth.  He ex-
plained that He would be to us all that Jesus had been while He was here on 
earth, with one exception:  the Comforter would live inside of us.  He would 
draw us into a relationship with the Father from our heart. 
 Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments, keep my words, 
keep my teachings.” (John 14: 15)  Fear will cause one to obey someone he 
hates or despises.  A slave has no choice but to obey his master for fear of 
reprisals.  But Jesus said “IF YOU LOVE ME, keep my commandments.”  
Our obedience should be the product of love, not fear. 
 As a young boy in Tennessee, I had a world of problems.  I was full of 
anger and bitterness.  I would curse, steal, fight and do all the things a mean 
little boy would do.  I loved my mother, but my home environment was so bad 
I hated being there.  I made bad grades in school and I had no interest in 
improving myself. 
 The one redeeming relationship in my life was with my uncle.  When 
he came home from the military, I was staying with my Grandmother and he 
took an interest in me.   He was my hero. He was everything I wanted to be.   
He had extremely high standards and he expected me to live up to his 
standards, but there was no negativism in it at all. He always conveyed trust 
in me.  He always told me I was able to do what he expected.  Because he 



believed in me, he could get me to do, through love, what a hundred 
spankings had never been able to do.  I did not obey him for fear of what he 
would do. I obeyed him because I loved him, respected him and valued our 
relationship. 
 I could not bear the idea of disappointing him with my behavior.  
Similarly, when we come to know the love of God and his great goodness, we 
realize the value of the relationship.  I do not want to do anything to 
displease or disappoint the One who has done so much for me.  Because I love 
Him I am going to walk in His Word.  When I fail, I know I am not rejected.  
It is a wonderful thing to have a relationship with someone who has high 
standards, but does not reject us when we fail to live up to those standards.  
The fact that someone believes in you will enable you to get up when you fall. 
 God does not have one standard of love for Himself and another 
standard for us.  The love described in 1 Corinthians 13 is God’s kind of love. 
We are required to walk in that kind of love because we are to be like God.  
God’s love does not reject or condemn, neither does it allow us to do so.  Al-
though He is holy and perfect, He does not reject us in our imperfection. 
Instead, because we have an environment of peace and acceptance, we can 
continually draw from His strength until we do overcome. 
 In John 14:21,23, Jesus said, “He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me:  and he that loveth me shall be loved of 
my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. . .If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him.”  Jesus wants to manifest Himself 
to you.  He wants to have a personal relationship with you where He and the 
Father come and fellowship with you, teach you and love you.  This is a 
relationship of the heart. The church is described as the bride of Christ.  The 
Spirit of God led Paul to teach about husbands and wives so we could 
understand the churches relationship to Jesus.  I love my wife dearly and I 
am not afraid of her hurting me or trying to bring me pain.  She wants me to 
succeed and be happy.  If I mistreat the person who desires so many good 
things for me, I am a fool. 
 I am not good to her because I am afraid of her.  When my wife and I 
have a disagreement, she sometimes gives me the silent treatment.  The 
silent treatment does not really hurt me because I do not need her to talk to 
me to make life great.  It is not the hurt she can inflict by doing something to 
me that makes me want to relate properly to her.  It is the loss of the joy, 
peace and fulfillment that motivates me. 
 There are so many good things in our relationship and I have too much 
to lose by handling it improperly.  Likewise, Jesus loves me.  He comforts me.  
When I am sick, He heals me.  I never have to fear.  I never have to lack 
because He is always there.  Why should I withdraw from a relationship that 
means so much to me?  The gratification of sin are not equal to the 
gratification of the relationship. 



 As you come to know and experience the goodness of the Lord, you will 
develop a loving relationship that is more precious than anything in your life. 
It will be the fulfillment of that relationship that keeps you from sin.  Love 
accomplishes far more than law.  This only happens when we know and 
experience the love of God through an intimate, personal relationship with 
Him. 
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DISCERNING THE HEART 
 

 
 Since the heart is the most important aspect of our being, we should 
know more about the heart than anything else.  However, we are a people 
void of understanding.  That is why we reduce our relationship with God to 
rules and regulations. 
 Law does not allow a person to understand his own heart.  A person 
can do all the right things for all the wrong reasons.  Two people can commit 
the same actions.  One can be sincere and honest; another can be 
manipulative and deceitful.  On the outside, however, they may look the 
same. 
 Nowhere does the Bible give us the right to judge the heart of another.  
Many times I hear people say, “Oh, he’s got such a good heart.”  I often want 
to ask, “How do you know?  And who gave you the right to pass that 
judgment?”  Judgment belongs to the Lord.  We cannot even properly judge 
our own hearts, much less the heart of another.  The Bible says the Word of 
God will discern, or judge, or sift our hearts.  The Word of God is the mirror 
that I look into to make me understand my own heart.  If I look into the Word 
and put it into practice with love as my motive, my deeds are revealed as 
light or darkness.  By walking in the love described in God’s Word I put my 
heart to rest in God’s presence and drive out all condemnation. 
 In recent years, I have had the opportunity to rescue many people who 
are coming out of a legalistic environment.  When these people leave the 
church or pastor that kept them in line through judgment and condemnation, 
they fall apart.  They get to the place where they do not want to come to 
church,  pray, tithe or anything.  Many onlookers would say, “See, this liberal 
message promotes sin.”  But it is quite the opposite.  The mercy, truth and 
light of God do not promote sin; they expose it.  What a shock it is to these 
people to find that when they had no one to “brow beat” them, they stopped 
serving God.  When the element of fear was removed, they found that they 
were not really in love with God. Many people spend a lifetime going through 
the motions and never understanding why they have no real, inner victory in 
living for God. 
 You see, these are not people who are in a loving relationship with 
Jesus where He and the Father come and manifest to them.  They are living 
under law and know very little of the goodness of God.  For many of these 
people there has never been the real repentance that brings a change of mind 
and heart. There has only been the repentance that abstains for fear of the 
results. These people, though doing good works, are backslidden in their 



heart. They serve God, but not from the heart. It is lip service. I am not 
challenging their salvation, but I do question the joy of their salvation.   
 Proverbs 14:14 says, “The backslider in heart shall be filled with his 
own ways.”  It is the condition of your heart that is filling your life with good 
or bad things.  All may look good on the outside, but what’s on the inside?  
Every person I have known that grasps this message goes through a major 
upheaval in the inner man.  
 I sat one day talking with a man who had come from a very 
performance-oriented background.  For a number of years he had been a 
“high achiever.”  He was one of the up and coming young men in a rather 
large congregation. 
 As he sat talking to me, he said, “This just isn’t working.  Since I’ve 
been hearing this message I haven’t been as dedicated.  I don’t pray as much.  
I don’t read my Bible as much.  I don’t witness as much.”  My simple response 
was,  “It sounds like it’s working to me.”  “How could that be,” he asked. 
 I said, “How many of those things that you did, for all those years, 
were done because you loved God and you loved people?  Or how many of 
those things were done because you were trying to get on staff?  Or, were you 
possibly trying to gain the favor of the leaders?” 
 We sat staring at one another for a few long moments of silence.  He 
dropped his head into his hands and began to cry.  “Most of it was to get on 
staff,” he responded.  “I wanted the oversight to approve of me.” 
 I believe in living a productive life.  I see people like this young man go 
through these difficult changes.  I see them struggle to get back in touch with 
God.  It is so hard to find reality and relationship after so many years of 
performance and hypocrisy.  But then, I see these people begin to bear fruit.  
I see them enter into a joy and peace that is beyond anything they have ever 
known. 
 Love demands proper attitudes and motives. Love does not work by 
law and obligation. The gospel of peace requires a right heart. Be assured, 
this message will produce havoc in a person whose heart is not right before 
the Lord.  If this message produces the attitude of loose or ungodly living, you 
have  a heart problem. If you feel that you can take advantage of God’s mercy 
and forgiveness, you have a heart problem. The problem is not the message.   
Remember:  “The way of the Lord is strength to the upright: but destruction. . 
.to the workers of iniquity.”  (Proverbs 10:29) 
 The heart is the seat of our emotions and our will.  Emotions can come 
from different sources. They can be stimulated from the spirit or from the 
flesh.  Emotions can be very deceitful.  Many people live for God, yet they are 
robbed of confidence because of condemnation.  Others live for self and 
deceive themselves into believing they are right before God.  So emotions are 
not a stable indicator of the condition of our heart.  1 John 3:18-21 tells us 
how to assure or persuade our hearts before God.  It says in verse 20 that the 
only way to know we are in truth is by loving in word and in deed.  Walking 



in love can settle the issue when our heart condemns us.  Works do not earn 
me a position or favor with God.  But, the fruit that comes forth because of 
my relationship with God helps to assure my heart. They become a mirror to 
my inner man. 
 When my heart does not condemn me, I have confidence and I receive 
whatsoever I ask.  An important part of faith is confidence.  I must first have 
a confident expectation of God.  I must have confidence of my own standing 
before God.  
 I John 3:22 says, “And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because 
we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His 
sight.”  One would quickly say, “See, you must keep the commandments to 
get your prayers answered.” Remember, the context is walking in love.  
Keeping the commandments does not earn answered prayer.  Instead, 
keeping His commandments assures our heart.  
 Verse 23 goes on to say, “And this is his commandment, That we 
should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as 
he gave us commandment.”  Believing on Jesus and walking in love fulfills 
the commandments of the Lord.  Therefore, the way I live, in regard to my 
belief on the Lord Jesus and walking in love, reveals the condition of my 
heart.  The way I relate to the Lord and the way I relate to God’s people is not 
something I have to do to avoid judgment.  It is something I do because of the 
love of God in my heart. 
 When the threat of judgment is removed, we have the opportunity to 
see what is really in a person’s heart.  If you hear this message of love and 
peace and feel it gives you a license to sin, your heart has been revealed.  
Now you know why you have struggled in the past.   Now you know what you 
have really been dealing with.  Truth will reveal the condition of the heart.  It 
will sort out the real motives and intentions.  “For the word of God. . ., is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  (Hebrews 4:12) 
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BRINGING FORTH 
THE HEART 

 
 
 In our negative thinking, we have assumed that the Lord could only 
change man through harsh, painful dealings.  But praise God, that is not the 
case.  Only a fool has to learn the hard way.  God does not relate to us as 
fools, but as sons.  Under the Old Covenant, He had to deal with man from 
the outside. He used negative circumstances to urge people in the right 
direction.  He brought about pain and affliction to make one realize the error 
of his way. However, that is not needed for the pure of heart. 
 Even under the Old Covenant, God tried every way possible to help 
man avoid ultimate destruction.  Because man was not regenerated, God 
could not speak to his heart.  He always dealt with man from the outside.  
There were parents, elders, teachers, prophets and others who would instruct 
a person in the way.  There was the teaching of the Word of God.  There were 
many avenues for man to hear instruction, learn and change.  A wise man 
would hear a rebuke and learn.  A wise man could be taught.  A wise man did 
not have to experience pain to heed his ways.  This is why Proverbs 10:8 says, 
“The wise in heart will receive commandments:  but a prating fool shall fall.”   
 A foolish man is very different.  Proverbs 19:29 tells us, “Judgments 
are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the backs of fools.”   A fool is one who 
will not learn by instruction.  He will only learn from the consequences.  Pain 
is the only hope for the man who will not read the Word and believe.  
Consequences are the only deterrents to a person who will not be led by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 What God did on the outside under the law, He now does on the inside 
in the heart.  I know by experience, there is nothing more painful than a 
healthy conscience that is pricked by sin.  I know the severity of going in a 
direction that is not pleasing to the Lord.  The pain I feel is not judgment.  
The pain is that which a renewed nature feels when it violates that nature. 
 When Jesus came into our lives, He made us  new creations.  We no 
longer have a sin nature.  We are no longer able to live in sin comfortably.  
We are now righteous.  The Holy Spirit is continually convicting us that we 
are righteous.  Consequently, we are not compatible to sin. 
 Besides the pain of our conscience, sin brings pain into our life from 
several sources.  Sin causes pain and difficulty in our relationships.  Its 
effects destroy meaningful relationships and separate us from those we love. 



 We must never falsely assume that all of the pain we experience from 
our foolish or sinful ways is the wrath of God.  God said sin would kill us.  If 
we do not believe that and avoid sin, we will learn about the pain of sin like 
an unteachable fool.  God is not there to add pain to our sin.  He is there to 
draw us out of sin and give us the strength to change. 
 But how does the Lord change and chasten us?  The word “chastening” 
means child training.  Until the time of Augustine, chasten was a positive 
word.  It described a father developing and compelling his child in the right 
direction.  Augustine redefined the word under the assumption that in 
Christianity it had to have a harsher meaning.  Therefore, we still have a 
negative view of God’s dealings with His children. 
 The Book of Hebrews says, “...My son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him:  For whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.”  (Hebrews 
12:5-6)  This passage is quoted from the Book of Proverbs which goes on to 
say, “For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in 
whom he delighteth.”  (Proverbs 3:12)   
 It does not say the Lord chastens as the father who hates his child.  He 
chastens as a father who delights in his child.  God delights in you because 
you are in Jesus, not because of your works.  Because we are in Jesus, we 
have the high calling of being conformed to the likeness of Jesus (Romans 
8:29).  This is God’s will for us and this is our high calling.  God wants to 
make us just like Jesus.  To accomplish this, God deals with our heart.  The 
change is a work of His grace in our heart.  
 Proverbs 17:3 says, “The refining pot for silver, and the furnace for 
gold:  but the Lord trieth the hearts.”  In order to make gold and silver pure, it 
must be put in the furnace.  The heat causes the precious metals to separate 
from the impurities and come forth as treasure.  As the Scripture points out, 
“the furnace does this BUT...”  It does not say the furnace does this “AND” 
the Lord trieth the heart.  If it were an “and” it would mean the Lord does the 
same thing as the furnace.  Instead, it says “BUT.”  Although it takes the 
furnace to make the metals pure, it takes the Lord to make the heart pure.  
The word “trieth” means to bring forth. What God does in you does not come 
by the furnace, it comes from the heart. The way God purifies us is to BRING 
FORTH our heart.  If God can get our heart pure, then our life will be pure. 
 In Psalms 51:6, David acknowledged, “Behold, thou desirest truth in 
the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know 
wisdom.”  After his experience with Bathsheba, David realized that God 
desired more than good works.  He desired truth in the heart. 
 Change that comes from the heart will abide.  It will govern our every 
action.  It is “second nature.”  It is effortless to walk in the beliefs of the 
heart.  Change on the outside is nothing more than behavioral modification.  
That change will only last as long as we put forth effort.  Its motive cannot be 
trusted.  God wants a heart change in us. 



 Be assured, when we sin and suffer the consequences of sowing and 
reaping,  we learn as fools.  I must say, it is better to learn as a fool than not 
to learn at all.  Many times I have seen my children headed for difficulty.  I 
usually warn them and suggest the steps to divert the problem.  If they are 
wise, they heed my counsel.  If they are foolish, they go ahead. The Bible 
says, “the simple pass on and are destroyed.”  I am not going to let my 
children be destroyed, so I do not follow this same rule in extremely severe 
situations.  But when at all possible, when they will not listen to counsel, I 
will let them make the wrong decision.  When they begin to suffer the 
hardship of their decisions, they become very teachable. 
 I could MAKE them do the right thing, but they would never grow up.  
I could get the desired results on the outside, but I want to see them change 
on the inside. Similarly, when we stray, it can become a learning experience. 
God can work in us in any situation and He will, but be assured, He did not 
bring the hardship.  His desire is for us to be teachable and changeable 
through fellowship and communion with Him. 
 John 15 says, “...and every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more fruit.”  (John 15:2)   I have heard some “horror” 
sermons about God taking out His big clippers and cutting away at our life.  
What is worse, I have preached some of those sermons.  In verse 3 of that 
same chapter, Jesus continues to say, “Now are you CLEAN through the word 
which I have spoken unto you.”  The word “purgeth” in the Greek has the 
same root word as clean.  Jesus did not purge his disciples by creating 
hardship and disaster.  He did it through the word that He spoke to them.  
Likewise, He cleanses, purges, chastises and brings forth our heart BY HIS 
WORD. 
 The parable of the sower in Mark 4 clearly states that the purpose of 
affliction and persecution is to steal the Word.  Persecutions do not make us 
grow.  Operating the Word, walking with God and resisting temptation will 
make us grow up in the midst of affliction and persecution.  
 When my children spurn my advice, I do not reject them.  I am sorry 
for them because I know the results of their actions will only bring them pain.  
If I reject them, they will have no place to go when they fail.  If I love them, 
accept them and try to help them, they will have the confidence and freedom 
to come back to me when they realize the error of their decision.  
 The Bible says we should come to the throne of grace in our time of 
need.  My time of need is usually when I have failed or when I am in sin.  If I 
believe I am rejected of God, I will not have the confidence to come to Him in 
my time of need.  Even if I do come to Him, I will not feel free to receive His 
forgiveness and restoration.  
 Grace is a divine influence that works in one’s heart to make him able 
to do the will of God.  I do not come to the throne of grace and get a whipping. 
I come to the throne of grace and get mercy and find grace TO HELP. 



 In that environment of peace, love and acceptance, God works in my 
heart.  In my heart, He changes me and makes me able to overcome the 
things that have placed me in need.  Hebrews 4:16 says God wants to help in 
my time of need. Maybe it is time we re-examine our view and opinion of God.  
It is time we find the God that Jesus showed and demonstrated.  Maybe it is 
time we let His love mercy and grace help us out of our problems.  We should 
put forth every effort to allow the Lord to work in our heart to produce real 
change from within. 
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THE HEART OF THE FATHER 
 
 One of the first parables I ever heard after salvation was the parable of 
the prodigal son.  While I was taught much valuable truth about the 
wayward son, I have since found the emphasis of this parable to be the 
forgiveness of the father. 
 In Luke 15, Jesus was surrounded by the publicans and sinners.  
These are the people who were unreachable by the Pharisees.  Their message 
of judgment and legalism had no appeal to these people who were captive to 
their sinful lifestyles. Instead of rejoicing because someone was finally 
reaching these people, the religious leaders found this to be a reproach.  “This 
man receiveth sinners and even eats with them.” they complained. 
 Jesus responded to this by a series of parables.  The first parable of the 
lost sheep showed the Father’s desire to reach those who had gone astray.  
He showed the Father’s concern and ultimate joy over the repentance of one 
sinner.  “I say unto you, likewise, joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no 
repentance.” (Luke 15:7) 
 In the following parable (Luke 15:11-32) Jesus clearly shows the heart 
of the forgiving Father, the fear of the one who fails, and the criticism of the 
self-righteous.  The parable begins by the younger son taking his inheritance 
and going to the world.  It is noteworthy that this is a son; this is not a 
foreigner. This is a child of God who has an inheritance.  He totally abuses 
the good things of God. 
 While he is in the world, a famine strikes. This famine is not the 
product of the Father.  It is the famine that leaves the backslider in want.  
God does not create this situation.  John 10:10 is clear that the thief comes to 
steal, kill and destroy.  After he lures us out into the world and destroys our 
confidence through sin, he then attacks.  As the accuser of the brethren, he 
convinces us that God cannot love us or forgive us.  He convinces us that it 
would be wrong to run back to the Father just because we are in trouble.  In 
fact, if he can convince you that God is the one who is punishing you, he can 
get you to turn totally against God. 
 Like most of us who fall, this young man did not turn immediately to 
his father. He joined himself to a citizen of that country.  He went to the 
world for help.  He did not have the confidence to return to his father.  What 
he thought he would receive and what he actually encountered when 
returning home, were two different things. 
 Despite his credentials, he found himself feeding swine.  There was 
nothing more contemptible to a Jew than swine.  That is the ultimate goal of 



the devil for you; shame, humiliation and loss of identity.  He was still the 
son of a wealthy man.  He still had a home and identity.  The only thing that 
stood in his way was his improper thinking about his father. 
 In verse 17 it says, “WHEN HE CAME TO HIMSELF.”  This man had 
to begin to deal with the truth.  Until this time, he was the product of wrong 
thinking about his father.  He thought surely there could be no return for 
him.  He thought his father would reject him.  He thought many negative 
things that were not based on fact. 
 Most of our decisions are not based on fact. They are based on our 
perception of the facts.  This is why the devil works so hard to establish 
religious perversion.  If he can promote error, he can keep you from freedom 
(John 8:32).  The greatest error that permeates the church today is a 
carry-over from the Dark Ages where the Catholic Church used fear and 
judgment to control the masses. They held the people in darkness and 
deception by perverting the truth about God.  
 The judgment message is a product of that era. Until the church is free 
from that message, it cannot return to the Father.  Since most people assume 
God to be the source of their problems, they never “come to themselves” as 
this young man did. Although persecution and affliction are a work of the 
devil, designed to steal the Word from us, fortunately many of us do come to 
our senses.  (Mark 4:14-17) 
 One thing this young man had on his side was that he knew how good 
it was to be in his father’s household.  Unfortunately, many Christians have 
never fully realized or experienced the goodness of God.  I have heard many 
Christians make this statement, “I had it better before I got saved.  At least 
then I didn’t have all of these trials and testings.”  If you do not know the 
goodness of God; you cannot “come to yourself” as this man did.  You have to 
know the truth before you can remember it. If your thoughts of God are 
negative, you will  keep running away every time you fail. 
 While this young man did not understand the complete truth, he did 
remember how good it was to live in his father’s home. “Even the hired 
servants have it better than this,” he reasoned.  In Luke 15:17-19, he 
prepares his statement. What a contrast between what he says and what the 
father says.  What a difference between what he expected and what he 
experienced! 
 When he returned to the father, he did not hear a list of his failures.  
The father had compassion, not judgment.  The father did not hesitate for one 
moment of consideration.  While the son returned with head hanging down, 
the father ran to meet him.  Before a word of explanation was given, the 
father gave him a kiss of love and acceptance. 
 The son said, “I have sinned...and am no more worthy.”  The father 
said, “Bring forth the best.” While repentance is absolutely necessary, we 
must know beyond all doubt that the Father will meet us with a kiss and 
restore us to His best. 



 When the father clothed the son in a robe and placed a ring on his 
hand, he was clearly restored to the position he had held before squandering 
it all. He did not return to a lower position.  While it took time for others to 
accept and recognize him, there was no waiting period for the father.  The 
bringing forth of the calf and the feast shows a return to the fathers 
provision.  When we return to the Lord as our Shepherd, we leave the realm 
of lack (Psalms 23:1).  His law of provision supersedes the law of sowing and 
reaping. 
 The elder son represents those people who have never fallen.  They do 
not know what it means to be taken captive by a sin.  They do not know the 
shame and heartache of living with the past.  Often they even despise God’s 
goodness on the repentant sinner.  It is easy for those who have never fallen 
to lose the whole point of the gospel.  Jesus came to seek and save that which 
was lost.  This includes the backslidden Christian, as well as the obstinate 
sinner. 
 Like this elder son, they are not receiving many of the blessings of the 
Father.  Even though all He has is theirs, they do not experience it.  They 
think the inheritance is a product of works.  They serve God day and night, 
but not with joy.  The idea of enjoying some of the blessings seems frivolous 
or beyond reach.  For this reason, they desire to see the repentant sinner 
suffer and live in a state of want. They want to see him suffer as his sins 
obviously deserve. They do not mind his being forgiven; they just do not want 
him restored. 
 If you have fallen, return to the Father.  Let Him meet you with a kiss 
and restore you.  If you are an elder brother, enter into the joy of the Lord. As 
you experience His goodness you may learn the power and peace of mercy.  
Let God make you a real peacemaker, as you proclaim the gospel of peace to a 
world who believes He is an angry God. 
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ANGRY PREACHERS 
 

 From the earliest of times, angry men have misrepresented God.  As 
ministers, we must realize our opinions and emotions are not necessarily 
God’s. Angry, judgmental preachers usually feel that “strong messages” will 
bring the people in line.  But the Bible warns “...Be slow to speak, slow to 
wrath:  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”  (James 
1:19-20)  Many an angry preacher thought he was helping God out. 
 Hard words do not bring about repentance.  They actually create new 
problems.  The Bible says, “...grievous words stir up anger.”  (Proverbs 15:1)  
“A wrathful man stirreth up strife...”  (Proverbs 15:18)  “The north wind 
driveth away rain (bringeth forth rain in the original Hebrew): so doth angry 
countenance (bring forth) a backbiting tongue.” (Proverbs 25:23)  “An angry 
man stirreth up strife...” (Proverbs 29:22)  Hard preaching does not bring 
repentance, it brings rebellion. This is not my opinion; this is Bible.  When we 
ignore the Bible principles of communication and instruction, we create 
problems.  Angry preachers are like parents who gossip in front of their 
children then chastise them for having bad attitudes.  When we criticize and 
judge from the pulpit, our people criticize and judge. 
 The only sure way to properly represent God is to walk in love.  1 John 
4:12 says when we walk in love, we dwell in God.  The pulpit is not exempt 
from 1 Corinthians 13.  We must preach with the same standards of 
communication as required in daily life. 
 It is so important to understand the power of the minister.  The way 
we relate to people is the way they assume God relates to them.  Therefore, 
we dictate how they deal with sin.  If we reject, they assume God rejects.  If 
we restore and forgive, they believe God restores and forgives. 
 Several years ago I received a late night call. A desperate voice on the 
other end asked me to come immediately to his home.  I walked in to find a 
tear stained face, overcome with shame and grief.  This man was a dear 
friend.  I was helping him to find his place in the ministry.  But tonight there 
was nothing but shame and despair. 
 As I sat down, he began to share a tale of perversion and sin.  That 
night, it all came to a head.  He felt he was over the edge.  His secret sin had 
finally carried him to a point of destruction. After honestly confessing his sin 
to me, I asked him if he had confessed and asked God for forgiveness.  I 
shared a few words of encouragement and got up to leave.  In utter 
amazement he asked, “Aren’t you going to cast something out of me or deal 
with me?”  The words sprang out of my heart, “You didn’t sin against me, you 
sinned against God.  If you’ve settled it with Him, it’s settled with me.  I don’t 



discern a need for deliverance, but if you feel tempted, you take authority 
over it.” 
 As I drove home I asked the Lord, “Did I say enough?  Did I say the 
right things?”  The Lord spoke back and said, “Because you showed him 
mercy, he was able to receive my mercy.  Because you showed him love and 
acceptance, he was able to receive my love and acceptance.”  
 Some years later, after I had gone through some personal destruction, 
I saw this man in a minister’s conference.  I went to talk with him.  We 
talked briefly about the problems I had experienced.  He gave me nothing but 
mercy and forgiveness.  Then he said, “That night you came to my house, you 
saved my life.”  The way I related to him gave him confidence about the 
mercy of God. 
 Whatever you show a person is what they believe they will receive 
from the Lord.  Be sure that you do not let your anger and disgust drive them 
from the mercy and grace they need.  Preachers are often overwhelmed by 
the sins of people.  At times it seems that everyone is in sin.  This can often 
overwhelm us to the point that we begin to pronounce judgment instead of 
peace. 
 Remember, everyone who comes to the doctor is sick.  He does not turn 
against his patients because they are sick.  He exists for the purpose of 
getting them well.  I fear that  our real ministerial motives are clearly 
revealed when we are merciless.  Am I in the ministry to serve and heal 
hurting people or am I using these people to build a ministry?  We are here to 
serve the ones who are lost and the ones who backslide, as well as the ones 
who live Godly. 
 It would be easy to become pessimistic and fearful.  It would be easy to 
lose sight of the cures and focus on the sickness.  But the doctor never 
reaches a place where he tries to destroy the patient; he tries to destroy the 
sickness.  Likewise, we cannot destroy the people who are in the sin.  The 
wrath of man will do that. 
 Fellowship with God is the only way they will be changed.  If we drive 
them from God with a judgment message, we drive them from the only help 
available.  “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.”  (1 John 1:7)  They need the fellowship with Jesus to be cleansed from 
the power of the sin that is working in them.   
 Even Moses had a problem with this.  In Numbers 20:7-13, God told 
Moses how to represent Him before the people.  Instead of speaking faith to 
the rock to bring forth water, he smote the rock twice.  He was angry, but 
God was not.  It was this sin that kept him out of the promise land. 
 Psalms 106:32-33 gives us some further insight, “They angered him 
also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes:  
Because they provoked his spirit, so that he SPAKE UNADVISEDLY WITH 



HIS LIPS.”  Because Moses was angry, he let his mouth get out of control.  
He displayed wrath instead of mercy. 
 Wrath always says God will kill you for this; mercy always says God 
will deliver you from this. Wrath is the product of frustration and unbelief. 
Proverbs 19:11 says, “The discretion of a man deferreth his anger...”  Proverbs 
14:29 goes on to say, “He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding.”  
Unbelief does not see or believe God is able to work in the situation. Under-
standing is calm because it believes the promises of God. 
 Moses learned that anger promotes foolishness and folly:  “He that is 
soon angry dealeth foolishly.”  (Proverbs 14:17)  “...he that is hasty of spirit 
exalteth folly.”  (Proverbs 14:29)  Our anger will lead us into a perversion of 
truth.  After all, one of the root causes of anger in ministers is unforgiveness. 
We do not forgive those who hurt us and we do not really want God to do so 
until they suffer. Anger for those who have sinned is also a form of gross 
self-righteousness.  We fail to see the beam in our eye, because we are looking 
for the speck in theirs. We forget about our shortcomings by focusing in on 
theirs. 
 The smiting of the rock was like crucifying Christ afresh.  Moses had 
already smitten the rock in the Book of Exodus.  The smiting of the rock 
brought water to an undeserving group of people. This time Moses displayed 
his feelings of anger and smote the rock again.  This crucifying Christ afresh 
is the equivalent to pronouncing the judgment of God on those for whom 
Christ has already received judgment. 
 Shortly after I finished Bible college, there was a flood of judgment 
prophecies and books coming forth.  As I read these books, I began to take on 
that same spirit of destruction.  I became angry with the people I once loved.   
Before I had seen their potential.  Now I saw their faults.  Before I believed 
God to change them, now I wanted God to give them what they deserved.  
These books and prophecies offered no hope.  It was too late for America and 
too late for the church.  I will never forget the negative changes that came 
into my life from listening to these prophecies and reading these books. 
 Negative prophecies are self-fulfilling. They promote the fear and 
unbelief that it takes for them to come to pass. Proverbs 11:11 says, “By the 
blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of 
the wicked.”  A blessing is when we speak a good thing.  A curse is when we 
speak negatives.  Jesus cursed the fig tree and it died.  We curse our nation, 
our church and our congregations by speaking negatives.  Then they are 
brought to pass, but not by God.  The fear and unbelief created by those 
words make them fulfilling. 
 Church members are often like children. Parents who have children 
who are emotionally disturbed are fault-finding and critical. Preachers who 
should be building up are tearing down and destroying with their words of 
judgment.  Finding fault does not make anyone more effective; it makes them 



introspective. When most people are in the presence of a faultfinder, they 
make more mistakes. 
 I have often heard it said, “I’m a prophet, therefore, I have a strong 
word.”  It is alright to be strong if it builds up.  The New Testament 
guidelines for prophecy are edification, exhortation and comfort (1 
Corinthians 14:3).  Let the Bible judge the prophets of doom. Do their 
prophecies build up or tear down?  Do they build faith or fear?  Do they 
comfort or torment? 
 Ezekiel 13 warns against prophecy that comes out of your own heart. 
Verse 3 says, “...woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, 
and see nothing.”  Let the New Testament measure of prophecy be the 
standard by which we judge all prophecy; and let these prophets of doom and 
gloom judge their own motivation. 
 1 Timothy 1:5 says  “Now the end (goal) of the commandment 
(instruction) is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of 
faith unfeigned:”  We should understand the Biblical goals of instruction.  I 
want my teaching, preaching and prophesying to bring a person to the place 
where they walk in love from a pure heart.  I want them to have a conscience 
free from the pollutants of sin and guilt.  I also want them to have a pure 
faith.  That does not happen by promoting fear and rejection.  Remember, 
every seed reproduces “after its own kind.” 
 What I sow from the pulpit is what I and the people will reap in the 
church and in our lives.  If I am angry, I will breed anger.  The anger I breed 
will be turned on me.  If I criticize, I will produce criticism of me and the 
church.  If I reject those who have faults, they will reject me when they see 
my faults. 
 I must get my own hurts healed so I can heal those around me who are 
hurting.  I must be the one to whom people can come to see and experience 
the mercy and goodness of God. 
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THE ERROR OF BALAAM 
 
 Throughout all of church history there have been those who desired to 
work their own agendas with God’s people.  Some are those who desire to use 
people for their own personal gain.  Many, on the other hand, are those who 
desire to see the church established, but because of ignorance or unbelief, 
they do not trust the methods of God. 
 Do I believe God can change people by His Spirit when they hear the 
truth?  Or, do I feel I must resort to carnal means of fear and manipulation to 
accomplish the will of God?  No matter how I justify my actions, if I depart 
from Biblical truth to “help” someone, I am in sin. 
 When I received Jesus, the man who shared scripture with me was 
cursing and criticizing someone who had witnessed to him.  The scripture he 
quoted was laced with profanity.  It came out of the mouth of a lost person.  
Yet, when I heard the Word of God, the Holy Spirit had something to work 
with.  The Holy Spirit works with and confirms God’s Word. 
 I am fully convinced that God can work with truth.  We need not resort 
to our frail and foolish attempts to bring men to repentance.  It seems that 
the most popular method of bringing people to repentance is the fear of 
judgment.  We think we can scare people into returning to God.  Fear may 
change one’s actions, but only love will change one’s heart. 
 The Bible warns against the error of Balaam and the way of Balaam.  
These are not the same.  They were sins committed by the same person, but 
they are different.  We should know and avoid both of these sins.  “Woe unto 
them!  for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error 
of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.”  (Jude 11)   
Lenski says Jude’s warning has a climax:  “taking the bad way (the way of 
Cain) which is to devote oneself to error, contradicting God’s Word.”  The 
reason they were willing to depart from God’s Word was because of what they 
had to gain.  Let us examine this to understand how and why Balaam 
contradicted the Word of God. 
 The epistle of Second Peter talks about the way of Balaam.  The way of 
Balaam was to do unrighteousness for gain.  This is a sin that is easy to 
detect.  We are quick to label and deal with the one who uses the ministry for 
unrighteous profit.  Yet, there is a more deadly error that works among us.  It 
brings more destruction and pain than the former.  It is considered 
acceptable.  It is the standard operating procedure for most Christians. 
 While Peter talks about the way of Balaam, Jude talks about the error 
of Balaam and associates it with Cain and Core.  Balaam’s error was to 
believe that God would curse what He had blessed.  He reasoned that since 



he was a prophet, if he spoke it, it must be true.  He tried to speak curses on 
God’s people.  He was motivated by greed.  His greed caused him to justify his 
error. 
 It is even easier for us to justify when we enter the error of Balaam.  
We are not doing it for greed.  We really want our friends, our family or our 
church members to repent.  We have a good motive, so the end justifies the 
means.  But we are in sin, regardless of our motive, when we try to pronounce 
a curse on those who God has blessed.  Even if we think it will bring about 
repentance, it is sin. 
 It is even easier to justify when we see people change their behavior as 
a result of the fear we heap upon them.  But that type of change never lasts.   
In Christianity people  seem to cycle through life.  They do pretty good, they 
get weary, they begin to compromise, they get in sin, they get miserable then 
they start the cycle all over again.  Because they never come to have a 
meaningful relationship with God, their change is always short lived.  The 
fear that brought about repentance (an afterthought because of 
consequences) did not bring about real repentance (a change of mind). 
 The devil is a discourager.  He always wants God’s people to be cursed.  
Sadly, he is always able to find a willing soul to do his bidding.  It is never too 
hard to find an angry, judgmental Christian who is ready to speak for God.  
In Numbers 22:12, God said to Balaam,”...thou shalt not...curse the people:  
for they are blessed.”  How much more are the people of God blessed under 
this New Covenant! 
 We have been set free from the curse and no man, speaking by the 
Spirit, can pronounce the curse of God upon the people of God.  In 1 
Corinthians 12:3, it says, “No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus 
accursed.”  We are the body of Christ.  We are bone of His bone and flesh of 
His flesh.  To pronounce judgment on God’s people is to pronounce judgment 
on Jesus.  Remember, when Paul persecuted the church, Jesus appeared to 
him and said, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou ME?”  (Acts 9:4)  To 
persecute the church is to persecute Jesus.  To pronounce judgment on the 
church is to pronounce judgment on Jesus. 
 In Christ, we have been delivered from condemnation.  “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  (Romans 8:1)  Condemnation is the 
expectation of judgment.  Because we are free from the flesh, i.e. 
righteousness by the works of the flesh, we don’t have to live in fear of not 
“measuring up.”  We should not live in the tormenting expectancy of 
judgment. 
 Because we have been reconciled (exchanged) and made righteous we 
are delivered from wrath.  “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him.”  (Romans 5:9) 
 Since judgment is totally contrary to the work of the cross, those who 
pronounce judgment are speaking contrary to the cross.  The motive may be 



pure, but the belief is the error of Balaam.  We should repent of our attempts 
to manipulate people into right behavior.  Regardless of our motive, 
regardless of our logic, regardless of our theological preference, we must 
return to the truth.  “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and 
forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance?”  (Romans 2:4) 
 Ironically, I have seen those who believe in grace and peace become as 
intolerant as anyone else.  We must not attack, condemn or judge those who 
preach a judgment message.  But we must not entertain their words for a 
moment.  As we stated earlier from Isaiah 54:17, “...every tongue that riseth 
against thee in judgment shalt thou prove to be lawless.”  We cannot accept 
the judgment message as valid or scriptural. We must never see it as the 
attitude of God toward man.  He has declared peace and goodwill toward 
men, through the Lord Jesus. 
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THE JUDGMENT  
OF GOD 

 
 One of the doctrines of the foundation of the faith for the New 
Testament church is the doctrine of eternal judgment.  Apart from knowing 
the truth about judgment, we could find ourselves in any one of many 
different types of error.  Make no mistake, there will be a day of judgment. 
That judgment will be far worse than anything being pronounced by the 
prophets of doom.  It will be fierce and it will be eternal.  
 The Book of Revelation describes with vivid detail that time when the 
wrath of God will be poured out on the world.  Even then we, the church, are 
delivered from His wrath.  John says, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day...” 
(Revelation 1:10)  The Lord’s day refers to that great and terrible day (period 
of time) when the judgment of God will come upon the earth. All the events in 
the Book of Revelation take place at that time. 
 It is worthy to note however, that even this fierce judgment does not 
bring repentance. “Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their 
sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.” (Revelation 9:21)  
Judgment, regardless of how severe, does not bring repentance. 
 When unredeemed man stands before God, it will be in the Great 
White Throne Judgment.  Those who have not accepted Jesus as their 
righteousness will appear before God to be judged according to their works, 
(Revelation 12:20)  They will be judged according to their works because that 
is the only righteousness they have.  They have rejected the free gift of 
righteousness in Jesus.  But unfortunately, “Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight:  for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin.”  (Romans 3:20)  To stand before God, having rejected the righteousness 
of Jesus, will always mean an eternal hell. 
 The Bible says God will judge in righteousness.  It is righteous to judge 
a world that had rejected the free gift of righteousness.  Jesus suffered sin, 
the curse, hell and torment for all the world. No man needs to suffer hell.  It 
is total and absolute defiance for a man to reject such a great and merciful 
salvation.  Righteousness demands the judgment of these people.  These 
people are not being judged as to salvation.  They already had that 
opportunity.  They are being judged by their works in which they trusted. 
 With the absolute certainty of this future judgment, we should 
proclaim that God’s mercy is available now.  Pointing out a future judgement 
is not bad, if you give them the good news as well.  The good news is this:  you 



do not have to be judged.  You do not have to go to hell.  Jesus has paid the 
price.  You can have the free gift of righteousness. 
 The believer will never come into the White Throne Judgment.  The 
believer will appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  2 Corinthians 5:10 
says, “For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.” 
 Does this mean, as some say, that we will all stand before Jesus and 
have our every past sin exposed?  I think not.  Most of the Scriptures used to 
support that view are taken extremely out of context. 
 I am not sure how this will happen.  But our works will all pass 
through the fire before appearing before the Lord. “Every man’s work shall be 
manifest:  for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man’s works of what sort it is.”  (1 Corinthians 3:13) 
The fire will test our works to determine if they will be wood, hay, stubble or 
precious metals.  
 Works that are based on the foundation of faith righteousness are good 
works.  We are called to good works in Christ Jesus.  We should bear fruit.  
We have a purpose in this life.  Dead works on the other hand are those 
things we do to make ourselves righteous and acceptable before God.  Those 
dead works will be burned.  They are a testimony to our unbelief in the 
finished work of Jesus.  But even if all our works are burned, we will be 
saved.  “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss:  but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”  (1 Corinthians 3:15) 
 The real purpose for our standing before the Lord is to receive rewards.  
1 Corinthians 3:14 says “If any man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.”  There will be wonderful rewards for 
what we have done in this life in response to the goodness of God.  There is 
much I do not understand about this time of rewards.  I dare not even 
speculate, but I know it will be glorious. 
 While people should know about the eternal judgments of the Great 
White Throne of Judgment, they also should know about the Judgment Seat 
of Christ where our works will be judged and we will be given rewards.  Since 
there will be these judgments, let us judge our own motives.  Let us live, walk 
and minister in the love of God so we will receive our reward. Let us minister 
in a way that glorifies Jesus instead of man. 
 Because there will be a day of judgement let us preach, teach and warn 
men everywhere to turn from wickedness. But, let’s do it in love and good-
ness, which brings men to repentance. 
 Let us not despise the lost and the backslidden, but let us, with mercy 
and kindness, restore them to the Lord.  Let us have the same value for the 
human race as God did when He sacrificed His Son to reconcile the world to 
Himself.  Let them taste and see that the Lord is good, when they (taste) 



experience God through us.  If God is at peace with the Lord through Jesus 
then we, as His ambassadors, should be at peace. 
 Let us refrain from breeding fear and from living in fear.  Fear is not 
from God.  Fear causes people to run from a loving Father into an eternal 
destruction.  As Revelation 21:8 says, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, ..., 
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which 
is the second death.”  Of all the sins that would enslave a man, fear and 
unbelief are at the top of the list. 
 Fear prevents you from believing and trusting the God who loves you 
and freely gives you the gift of righteousness in Jesus.  We should understand 
the reality of the judgment that Jesus received in our place when He went to 
the cross.  We should be confident that we do not have to fear judgment in 
this life.   
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THE NEED FOR PEACE 
 

 In my early days of ministry, I put a strong emphasis on meeting the 
physical needs of people.  I have always had great compassion for hurting 
people.  Because of my struggles with sickness, I understood the suffering of 
people in physical pain.  Motivated by compassion, I saw many wonderful 
miracles.  As I have traveled around the world, I have seen every miracle in 
the New Testament.  I have seen many of them hundreds of times. 
 While I still have a high value for the physical needs of man, I now see 
the emotional/spiritual needs to be far more essential than the physical.  As a 
matter of fact, when the emotional needs are met, it is relatively easy to take 
care of the physical needs.  The emotional needs of a person are only met 
through personally experiencing the love of God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 People need to feel the love and peace of God.  We all need to be 
permeated with the positive emotions that come from a meaningful 
relationship with God.  We can endure sickness, poverty and pain, but we 
cannot endure poverty of the inner man.  Proverbs 18:14 says this way,  “The 
spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who can bear?”  
 Physical healing is meaningless to the person who has a broken heart.  
Prosperity does not ease the pain of loneliness.  Success is no substitute for a 
sense of dignity and worth that comes from the Lord Jesus.  We do not want 
to deny God’s desire and willingness to meet the physical needs, but we must 
bring it into perspective. 
 God created man.   He placed him in a garden called paradise.  There 
was no pain, suffering or sorrow.   Man lived in a peaceful, loving relationship 
with God.  That is the environment that we were created for.  We were never 
designed to live apart from peace, love and acceptance. 
 The day Adam ate the forbidden fruit, he acquired a new capacity for 
the human race:  the knowledge of good and evil.  With this knowledge man 
now started making decisions about good and evil, independent of God.  Man 
began to determine righteousness apart from God.  Subsequently, he rejected 
God’s standards and developed his own.   Hence, we have the birth of 
religion. 
 Religion has always been mean and is still mean.  The first religion is 
the same as it has always been.  It is man attempting to relate to God on his 
own terms.  In order to do that we must, of course, reject God’s terms.  We 
must also reject anyone who does not comply to our terms. 
 The first religion caused Cain to kill Abel.  He hated him because 
Abel’s sacrifice was accepted and his wasn’t.  He had labored for his sacrifice.  



Logic would tell you that his was of more value, but Cain was operating in his 
knowledge and judgment of righteousness and unrighteousness.  
“...Cain...slew his brother.  And wherefore slew he him?  Because his own 
works were evil, and his brother’s righteous.”  (1 John 3:12) 
 Paul said thousands of years later, in the Book of Galatians, that the 
children of the flesh always persecute the children of the Spirit.  In other 
words, the religious always persecute the righteous.  Why?  The religious 
despise the righteousness that God has chosen and given. 
 There is a logic to religion.  Religion is man’s attempt to be right with 
God and find peace in a way that makes sense to him.  Religion sees the 
greatest need of man as being right.  To the religious logic, being right is 
being right with God.  If someone doesn’t agree with us, they are implying 
that we are wrong. 
 Since it is essential that we be right, we must prove them wrong.  If we 
can’t prove them wrong, kill them.  And that’s exactly what Cain did.  The 
need to be right has tormented men since the day Adam ate the fruit.  Adam 
started making decisions apart from God right off the bat.  “We better make 
some clothes to cover ourselves, because I don’t think it’s right to be naked 
before God.  We better hide when God calls us He’s probably mad.”  Man 
began to scramble to be right.  But every decision to be right, apart from 
God’s perspective, drove them deeper into pain, suffering and a self-imposed 
separation from God. 
 Regardless of how pure the motives,  regardless of how sincere the 
intention, regardless of the dedication to God, regardless of how good we live, 
the attempt to establish right and wrong apart from God is a rejection of God 
and His truth.  “For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God.”  (Romans 10:3) 
 Every attempt at being righteous with God apart from accepting His 
terms will have an ultimately negative effect.  As long as we’re doing 
everything right, we will have peace, but when we fail, we will lose peace.  
There will never be an abiding sense of confidence and peace.  The Bible says 
that law cannot make one righteous, it can only give them an awareness of 
sin.  So when you fail you will no longer have peace. 
 Then there is the problem of those who disagree with us.  They have a 
different definition of righteous than we have.  We must prove them wrong in 
order to maintain our peace.  The struggle is endless.  You cannot live this 
way.  You were not created to live this way. 
 God wants you to live in a harmonious relationship with Him and a 
harmonious relationship with people.  This can only happen when you have 
peace.  You can only have peace when you know that you are righteous.  You 
can only know you are righteous when you accept the gift of righteousness 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Romans 5:1 says it best, “Therefore being 



justified (made righteous) by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ:”  
 Peace is far more essential to Christian living than we have ever 
realized.  The gift of righteousness produces peace through Jesus.  Peace 
gives boldness and confidence to pursue a relationship with God.  Through 
Him we have access to grace (God’s ability) wherein we stand.  When there is 
no peace, there will be no relationship, no confidence and no grace to work in 
our life.  Apart from grace we are limited to our own ability to serve God and 
live a righteous life.  We need peace! 
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MORE THAN A STATE OF MIND 
 
 There are many things that a person can do to have a tranquil state of 
mind.  There is nothing wrong with many of those things.  But tranquility 
apart from reality (truth) is a deception.  If you convince yourself that there is 
no God, you can gain a certain degree of tranquility.  It may work in this life, 
but it will fail the test of eternity. 
 There are many things of which one could convince himself.  If you 
believe there is no hell, it could bring you peace while you reject God.  But 
that is not a reality.  If you convince yourself that God loves you because you 
live right, that will produce peace as long as you live right.  But that is not a 
reality. 
 God’s peace is based on a reality.  It is based on the uncompromising, 
unfailing love of God that was demonstrated at the cross of Christ.  It will 
only be by knowing and believing the message of the cross that you will find a 
peace that abides.  It does not fluctuate with circumstances.  It is not based 
on a lie. 
 When one believes the truth, the Holy Spirit is able to perform that 
truth and shed the love of God abroad in his heart.  The reality or unreality 
you believe becomes the reality you experience.  The apostle John said it this 
way, “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us.  God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.”  (1 John 
4:16)  One translation reads like this, “we have believed and experienced the 
love of God.” 
 The Greek word for “know” speaks of an experiential knowledge.  To 
experience the love of God, you must first believe the love of God.  The love of 
God can only be realized by what He did at the cross.  “In this was manifested 
the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  (1 
John 4:9-10) 
 The reality that Jesus came into the world, took our sins, and 
appeased the wrath of God (propitiation) clearly demonstrates the love of 
God.  The knowledge of being delivered from wrath causes us to realize His 
love.  The knowledge of being made righteous causes us to experience His 
peace.  No sedative, no sin, nothing can provide the tranquility and 
fulfillment that comes from experiencing and abiding in the love and peace of 
God. 
 God made peace with you through the cross.  Will you accept that 
peace?  It may be time for you to pray a prayer similar to the following: 



 
“Father, today I choose to believe truth.  You sent Jesus into this world, He 
became my sin, He took my punishment, He went to hell in my place.  He 
came out of the grave and conquered my sin.  In Him I have the gift of 
righteousness.  I thank you than I am righteous apart from my performance.  
Today I acknowledge that you have never hurt me.  You are not judging me.  
You are not the source of pain in my life.  My own sin and unbelief have 
brought me pain.   I will never again believe that you are hurting me.  I will 
abide in your peace because I am righteous in Jesus!  You love me, You accept 
me, You are with me.  You have made me accepted in the Beloved!” 
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